
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

One of Alabama’s Largest Christmas Parades is Back! 

 
The City of Bessemer’s Christmas Parade is making a return to the streets of 

downtown Bessemer on Saturday, December 11th starting at 2pm! After being 

cancelled due to the pandemic in 2020, the Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce is 

excited to resume hosting one of the state’s largest Christmas parades, with the theme 

“A Cure for Christmas”. Participants are asked to decorate their vehicles, floats, etc. 

in the honor or remembrance of someone who has or had cancer. Bessemer Chamber 

President LaTasha Cook Williams, a cancer survivor, has been selected to serve as 

the grand marshal for this year’s parade!  

 

Take advantage of this great opportunity to partner with the Bessemer Chamber in 

one of our biggest events of the year! Sponsorships are available for $300; parade entries are $30 each. We all 

know someone personally or know of someone who has survived or loss their courageous fight with cancer. 

Join us as we dedicate this day in honor or memory of those we love, care about, and miss! 
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Bessemer Chamber President 

LaTasha Cook Williams, 

2021 Christmas Parade 

Grand Marshal 

 

DOWNTOWN BESSEMER 
THE PARADE WILL START ON 19TH ST & 1ST AVE @ 2PM 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11th at 2 PM 
 



 

 

 

Are you opening a new business and would like to 

celebrate with a ribbon cutting or groundbreaking 

ceremony?  

Contact the Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce to 

receive and complete the Ribbon Cutting/Groundbreaking 

Registration Form today! Ceremonies are complimentary 

on behalf of the BACOC. 
 

 
Are you a BACOC Member looking to be 

featured in the Chamber Member Spotlight? 

Complete the questionnaire on Pages 15-16 

today! 

 

Take advantage of FREE advertisement by 

participating in “Tidbit Tuesdays” specials!  

For more information, review questionnaire 

on Page 14 

2022 Bessemer Chamber Corporate Sponsorships Now Available! 

 

The Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce looks to celebrate 100 years of service in 2022! 

Consider partnering with the chamber as a corporate sponsor for this special centennial 

anniversary, as well as the many exciting events planned all year long! Investments from 

corporate sponsors helps the chamber to organize and secure funding for yearly 

programs and events! Sponsors receive an array of benefits for numerous chamber events 

based on one of the 5 levels of sponsorship chosen: Diamond ($10,000), Platinum ($7,500), 

Gold ($5,000), Silver ($3,000), and Small Business Partners ($1,000). Take the time to 

review and complete the 2022 Corporate Sponsorship Investment application on page 9! 

The 2022 Bessemer Magazine will kick off the chamber’s celebration at the top of the 

year! Complete the sponsorship application by Monday, November 15th to be listed and 

advertised as a 2022 Corporate Sponsor in the Bessemer area’s only publication! 

 

Support your local chamber by partnering with us as a corporate sponsor! The Bessemer 

Chamber is continuing to build relationships within the community that will produce 

opportunities to create, enhance, and promote the business community and the city of 

Bessemer! 
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CHAMBER NEWS 
 

 

FedEx Ground 

Janett Sanders 

3200 Rodeo Court 

Bessemer, AL 35022 

PH: (659) 235-6682 

Email: eric.reese@fedex.com 

*Logistics 

McCormick’s Barber Shop / Performance Auto LLC 

Prentice McCormick 

730 19th Street North 

Bessemer, AL 35020 

PH: (205) 368-1393 

Email: pmccormick71@gmail.com 

*Barber 

*Automobile 

 

Dothan Lodge No. 112 Free & Accepted Masons – 

Prince Hall Affiliated, Jurisdiction of Alabama 

Mr. John D. Harris, Jr. 

2009 Carolina Avenue 

Bessemer, AL 35021 

PH1: (205) 401-3775 

PH2: (205) 585-8654  

Email: dothanlodge112pha@gmail.com 

*Non-Profit Organization 

 



 

 

Bessemer City Officials Participate in Program Aimed to Enhance Economic Development 

 

A group of Bessemer city officials are taking part in a new program being 

offered by the Alabama League of Municipalities. The Economic Development 

Academy was launched in 2021 by the ALM and is specifically designed to 

"educate and engage municipal officials on the essential elements and phases 

of economic development while highlighting their vital role in economic 

initiatives and projects within their communities."  

Councilors (from l to r) Cynthia Donald, Donna Thigpen, Jesse Matthews, and 

Mayor Kenneth Gulley attended the Academy orientation this morning in 

Montgomery and will take part in the program, which will include four sessions 

in 2022 all aimed at helping the city develop strategies to enhance economic development. City leaders taking 

part in the program will be required to develop a community program/project and will be eligible to graduate 

from the program with state-recognized certifications in the fall of 2022. 
 

 

 

Bessemer City Schools Host 2021 Homecoming Celebration 

 

The Bessemer City HS Purple Tigers received major support as they hosted the Bessemer City Tiger Jam 

Homecoming Block Party on October 22, 2021! The celebration began at 11am with tailgating at the Bessemer 

Board of Education, followed by one of the largest homecoming parades 

to ever hit the streets of downtown Bessemer! The parade concluded at 

the board of education, where the Purple Tigers held a pep rally before 

the hundreds in attendance visited the dozens of food trucks and vendors 

were set up in the area! The Bessemer Chamber staff and a few 

volunteers were able to show their support  by decorating a flatbed and 

participating in the festivities! Thank you to Wheeler Wrecker for 

assisting the chamber, and Dr. Autumm Jeter and the Bessemer Board 

of Education for organizing a wonderful event in the city of Bessemer! 
 

 

The Bessemer Recreation Center Celebrates Anniversary 

 

The Bessemer Rec Center celebrated their 5th anniversary by hosting a carnival on October 14, 2021! Families 

and friends in the Bessemer community were able to come out and enjoy free food and candy, music/live DJ, 

games, prizes, and much more! Food trucks and vendors were on site, as kids also had the opportunity to enjoy a 

train ride around the park, the center’s splash pad, and carnival rides! Congratulations on 5 years of serving the 

Bessemer community! 
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CITY/COMMUNITY NEWS 

For information on upcoming events in the city of Bessemer, view page 6! 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
 

 



 

 

As we move into the holiday season, check out these events happening in  

the Bessemer area! 

 

 

  

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Sheriff Mark Pettway           Robert Pollard                     William Smith                    Paul Teasley                   LaVada Varner                 Devron Veasley                  
  Jeff. Co. Sheriff’s Office                Premiere Chevy                     Marco’s Pizza – Bessemer                      Buffalo Rock        Alabama Technology Network    Bessemer Development Board      
 

 

Ambassadors are the key resource in extending hospitality in the Bessemer area and are experienced in business, community, and promotional 

arenas. 
 

An Ambassador must serve as an active public relations arm of the Chamber and be prepared to meet visitors, local businesses, and various 

forms of the media.  
   

We encourage you join the ambassador program.   The ambassadors meet on the 1st Tuesday of each month at 12 pm at the Bessemer Area 

Chamber of Commerce.  

 

AMBASSADORS 
 

 Standing – Left to Right 

Daryl Owens (New Jerusalem Baptist Church), Danielle 

Matthews (Matthews & Associates), Minnie Roper (Retired), 

Tamala Briggins (Oak Trace Care & Rehabilitation), Donna King 

(D & K Lawncare), Cathy Ackerman (First Financial Bank) 
 

Sitting – Left to Right 

Sarah Belcher (Retired), Claire Mitchell (Retired), Sarah Beasley 

(Joe Beasley Memorial Foundation, Inc) 
 

Not pictured 

Denise Jackson (New Jerusalem Baptist Church), Anna Wooten 

(First Financial Bank), Sebrena Davis (Salvation Army), Lori 

Chisem (Lawson State Community College), Dorian Waluyn 

(Lawson State Community College), Akilih Haley (Lawson State 

Community College), Connie Fuell (Dex Imaging) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________ 

 

 

 

           Carlton Jackson        Mitch Avery               Charles King     Antoinette Madison     Dr. Cynthia Anthony     Dr. Reginald Calvert 
                Bessemer Fire Dept.                   Spire       Regional Paramedical Services               Alabama Power           Lawson State Community College  New Jerusalem Baptist Church 

   Chairman       Chairman Elect               Past Chairman                Treasurer                  Finance Chairman 

  Cortney Coleman           Bryonda Collins         Katie Dugas-Truss     Dr. Autumm Jeter       Deaunka L. Webster          Kem L. Marks  Maj. Cleveland Moore 
 Bess. Housing Authority          Chambers Funeral Home              Legacy YMCA       Bessemer City Schools  Individual               Just In Time Legal Solutions      Jeff. Co. Sheriff’s Office 
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