
 

 

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Chamber Beings Its Centennial Membership Drive 

 
The Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce continues to be a vital part of business growth in the city of Bessemer.   

We appreciate your consistent investment and partnership.  We are continuing to provide avenues and opportunities 

that will enhance businesses in the city and West Jefferson County area.  We are working on expanding our 

partnership by encouraging more local businesses to join the Bessemer Chamber of Commerce.      

  

We need your help with our efforts! We have kicked off our 2022 

Membership Drive campaign and would like for you to assist us as we 

look to gain “100 Members in 100 Days”. Reach out to your 

partners/associates and inform them on the value of being a member of 

the Bessemer Chamber!     

  

Joining the chamber of commerce provides businesses with access to 

resources, discounts, and relationships that enable them to save money, 

market their products, and streamline their processes. From large 

companies to individual members of the Bessemer Chamber, each one 

brings their own benefits to the total organization. Whether your business is looking for Business 2 Business 

partners and sales, help with customer acquisition, or guidance on HR processes, a chamber of commerce can help!   

  

Here are a few points for you to share with a prospective member:  

  

• A chamber of commerce is an organization of business owners and entrepreneurs who promote the interests of 

their local business community.  

• Chambers of commerce provide access to valuable resources, discounts, and relationships that help businesses 

save money and market their products.  

• Joining a chamber of commerce can boost sales and significantly improve a local business’ visibility and 

credibility.  

  

A membership application can be found on page 7 and is also listed on the chamber website at 

www.bessemerchamber.com.  Feel free to contact our office if you have any questions (205) 425-3253. 
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Lisa’s Fruit & Vegetable 

Basket LLC 

Lisa E. Benefield 

3428 9th Avenue N., Bessemer, AL 

35020 

PH: (205) 519-5287 

Email: urbanone63@gmail.com 

*Produce Stand 

Tennessee Valley Authority 

Warren Hicks 

307 Clinton Avenue, Ste. 300 

Huntsville, AL 35801 

PH1: (256) 430-4804 

PH2: (256) 679-6355 

Email: wphicks@tva.gov 

Website: www.tva.gov 

*Utilities 

 

! 

Regional Paramedics (RAMS) 

Charles King 

PO BOX 3147 

Jasper, AL 35502 

PH: (205) 384-4310 

Fax: (205) 384-9758 

Email: charles@rpsems.com 

www.rpsems.com 

*Ambulance Service  



 

 

 

Jefferson County Residents Turn out for Gubernatorial Primary Election 

 

On May 24th, 2022, residents across the state of Alabama had the opportunity to cast their ballots for state and 

county level positions. Jefferson County residents turned out to vote, with the following candidates either 

winning outright or heading to run-off elections this fall: 

 

State Senate District 19: Merika Coleman (D) 

 

*State Senate District 56 (D):  

Ontario Tillman 

Tereshia Huffman 

 

Jefferson County Sheriff: Sheriff Mark Pettway (D) 

 

Deputy District Attorney, 10th Judicial Circuit,  

Bessemer Division:  

DA Lynneice Washington (D) 

Bill Veitch (R) 

 

Circuit Court Judge, 10th Judicial Circuit,  

Place 10: Thomas E. Thrash (D) 

 

*District Court Judge, Jefferson County, Place 10 (D):  

Kathy-Ann Alexis 

Kerri Page Parker 

 

Jefferson County Commission, District 2 (D):  

Commissioner Sheila Tyson 

 

 

Omar Chapman Named New Director Of Bessemer Public Library 

By: The CutOff News 

 

Omar Chapman is the new Director of the Bessemer Public Library. A 

native of Bessemer, AL, he has a passion for his hometown and the 

public library in which he patronized in his early years as a student. 

After graduating from McAdory High School, Omar earned a 

Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical Engineering (BSEE) from 

Alabama A&M University. He began his career with the Bessemer 

Public Library in 2014 and has operated in many capacities to ensure 

the continued growth of the Bessemer Public Library. Omar believes 

that education is a key factor to developments in literacy and that 

libraries play a critical role in the educational process. “To be named 

Library Director of the Bessemer Public Library is truly a blessing and 

a culmination of the hard work I’ve put in over the years. I am honored 

to serve my community and I’m looking forward to the future of the 

library field. Thank you to those who have supported me throughout 

this journey. It’s a marathon, not a race.” says Chapman.
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

Save the Dates! 
 

JUNE 21ST, 2022 
*State Primary Run Off Elections 

 
AUGUST 23RD, 2022 

City of Bessemer Elections 
(Mayor and City Council) 

 
NOVEMBER 8TH, 2022 
State General Elections 

 
 

If  you would like to register to vote, visit  
https://www.sos.alabama.gov/alabama-

votes/voter/register-to-vote. 



 

 

A hot home and high energy bills can take away from summer fun. 

Here are 10 tips to prepare your home for high summer temperatures! 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Applying a few of these ideas to your home will help keep you comfortable and provide summer energy savings! 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 



 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BUSINESS NEWS 
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WELCOME TO BESSEMER 

The Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce would like to 

welcome the following businesses to the city of Bessemer: 
 

Bessemer Chamber Member Gents Homes LLC celebrated their newly renovated property with a ribbon 
cutting on Tuesday, May 10th, 2022. The property is located at 2716 8th Avenue North, Bessemer.  

 

Bessemer Chamber Member Regional Paramedics (RAMS) celebrated with a ribbon cutting on Thursday, 
May 19th, 2022. They will be operating out of the Bessemer Municipal Airport.  

 

Thank you to the following companies for continuing their membership with the Bessemer Area 

Chamber of Commerce! 

· Alabama STEM Education 

· Bessemer Board of Education – 

Edith Hunter 

· Bessemer Development Board 

· Bessemer Public Library 

· Busy Bee Child Care Center 

· Cahaba Medical Care Bessemer 

· Children’s of Alabama- 

Pediatrics West 

· City of Bessemer, Building Dept. 

– Tim Harmon 

· Coston General Contractors, Inc. 

· Dunbar Abrams Foundation 

 

· Nurturing Golden Hearts 

· Piper Sandler 

· Sixth Beulah Baptist Church – 

Verda Wells 

· The Bright Star Restaurant 

· The Housing Authority of the City 

of Bessemer 

· The Principal & Associates CPA 

· The Western Star 

· TotalScape Farms 

· United Textiles 

· West Jefferson Internal Medicine 

PC 

 

· Engineering, Environmental, & 

Forestry Service 

· Farr Tax Service 

· Greater Bethel Baptist Church 

· Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office, 

Bessemer – John Weatherly, Jr. 

· Kellum, Wilson, & Associates 

· Macedonia Baptist Church 

· Modular Connections, LLC 

· Mt. Sinai Kiddie Kare 

· Mt. Sinai Missionary Baptist 

Church 

· New Generation Charters 

 



 

 

 

 

 

                              
 

                          

  

 

 

 

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

              Mitch Avery   Antoinette Madison           Carlton Jackson      Dr. Cynthia Anthony           
         Spire                                       Alabama Power                                       Bessemer Fire Dept.                 Lawson State Community College                                

  Chairman           Chairman-Elect                  Finance Chairman/Past Chairman            Treasurer                      

 Maj. Cleveland Moore          Keith Pennington           Sheriff Mark Pettway                Noah Rocker                    William Smith                   LaVada Varner                 Devron Veasley                  
  Jeff. Co. Sheriff’s Office                Medical West                   Jeff. Co. Sheriff’s Office       Fountain of Life Church     Marco’s Pizza – Bessemer     Alabama Technology Network       Bessemer Dev. Board      
 

 

Ambassadors are the key resource in extending hospitality in the Bessemer area and are experienced in business, community, and 

promotional arenas. 
 

An Ambassador must serve as an active public relations arm of the Chamber and be prepared to meet visitors, local businesses, 

and various forms of the media.  
   

We encourage you join the ambassador program.   The ambassadors meet on the 1st Tuesday of each month; meetings alternate 

every month between 8:30am and 12 pm at the Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce.  
 

AMBASSADORS 
 

 Left to Right: Daryl Owens, Akilih Haley (Lawson State Community 

College), Connie Fuell (Dex Imaging), Anna Wooten (First Financial 

Bank), Cathy Ackerman (First Financial Bank), Minnie Roper 

(Retired), Claire Mitchell (Retired), Donna King (D & K Lawncare), 

Charles King (D & K Lawncare)  

 

Not pictured: Tamala Briggins (Oak Trace Care & Rehabilitation), 

Denise Jackson (New Jerusalem Baptist Church), Lori Chisem (Lawson 

State Community College), Dorian Waluyn (Lawson State Community 

College) 

 

Honorary Ambassador: Sarah Beasley (Joe Beasley Memorial 

Foundation), Sarah Belcher (Retired) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________ 

 

 

 

 

      Micah Andrews         Dr. Reginald Calvert Cortney Coleman            Bryonda Collins            Katie Dugas-Truss   Dr. Autumm Jeter                 Kem L. Marks  
      Foundry Ministries       New Jerusalem Bapt. Church         Bess. Housing Authority            Chambers Funeral Home            Legacy YMCA Bessemer City Schools        Just in Time Legal Solutions       
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Tell us about yourself and your company/profession. I work at Lawson State Community College 
and have the pleasure of serving as the Director of Admissions and Enrollment Management. I have 
dedicated the better part of my career to helping and developing others through education.  
 

2. What is your favorite part about living and/or working in Bessemer? My favorite part about working 
in Bessemer is the ability to connect with people from various walks of life.  
 

3. What motivates you to serve as an ambassador? Helping and serving the community. 
 

4. Tell us about your experience serving with the Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce. As an 
ambassador, I have the privilege to serve and work with business leaders from around the Bessemer 
community and participate and help plan some amazing events. I cherish the time I have spent as a chamber 
ambassador. 
 

5. What are some hobbies/personal interests you enjoy in your free time? In my free time, I enjoy 
working with various non-profit organizations, being physically active, spending time with my family, and 
listening to jazz! 

 
Are you a Bessemer Chamber member interested in sending a representative from your 

company to serve as an Ambassador? Contact the chamber today! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dorian Waluyn 
Lawson State Community College  

1100 9th Avenue SW, Bessemer, AL 35022 
PH: (205) 929-3416 

Email: dwaluyn@lawsonstate.edu 
Website: www.lawsonstate.edu  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


