Celebrating 100 Years

1922 - 2022

December 2021 – January 2022

The Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce Kicks off Centennial Celebration

The Bessemer Chamber will celebrate 100 years of service to the
business community and the city of Bessemer in 2022 and plans to
celebrate this momentous occasion during the entire year! To kick off
the centennial celebration, the chamber will host its 100 th Annual
Meeting on Thursday, February 3rd at 12pm at the Bessemer Civic
Center. This year’s guest speaker for the 100th Annual Meeting will be
Paige G. Hutto IOM, the president and CEO of the Chamber of
Commerce Association of Alabama.

Guest Speaker:

The Annual Meetings are held at the beginning of the year to set the tone
Paige Hutto IOM
for the upcoming year. The chamber’s outgoing chairman of the board,
President/CEO
Carlton Jackson (Bessemer Fire Department) will review the previous
Chamber of Commerce Assoc. of Alabama
year under his leadership, followed by the incoming chairman’s
introduction and an overview of the chamber’s mission and plans for the year ahead. Mitch Avery (Spire) will serve
as the chairman of the board for the duration of the chamber’s centennial year. We are looking forward to the
events planned for the year! A special centennial edition of the Bessemer Magazine, the area’s only magazine, will
be distributed during the meeting. This magazine will feature articles highlighting the chamber’s 100 years of
service, as well as a glimpse of the chamber and the city of Bessemer’s future.
The chamber will be awarding the prestigious Charles A. Long Sr. Outstanding Civic
Award to a deserving recipient who has served the community in the tradition of its
namesake, Mr. Long. Charles A. Long was a devoted business and civic leader whose
inspiration and guidance were of tremendous influence during and after his long years of
leadership and service to Bessemer. Any living man or woman who has provided
leadership and service to the business and civic interests of Bessemer is eligible for
nomination! After awarding the 57th recipient, the Bessemer Chamber plans to retire the
Charles A. Long, Sr. Outstanding Civic Award. To nominate a worthy candidate, the
nominator must complete the nomination form. Past recipients are not eligible for
nomination; a complete list of past winners and all qualifications for this year’s nominees can be found on pages 10
and 11.
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2021 CHRISTMAS PARADE
After having to forego 2020’s Christmas parade due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 2021 City of Bessemer’s
Christmas Parade was held on Saturday, December 18th! Although the weather threatened the festivities, over
60 entries were decorated using this year’s theme, A Cure for Christmas, which was chosen to honor and
remember family members and friends who have or have had any form of cancer. Bessemer Chamber
President LaTasha Williams, a breast cancer survivor, served as the grand marshal during the parade. The
parade wrapped with Santa passing out candy and stuffed animals to the kids who always look forward to
seeing him!
The Bessemer Chamber thanks the sponsors of the 2021 City of Bessemer Christmas Parade for their
contributions to the success of this event: Brady Kilmury Chrysler/Dodge/Jeep/Ram, Committee to Elect
Kathy-Ann Alexis, Committee to Elect Louise Alexander, Committee to Re-Elect District Attorney Lynneice
Washington, Helena Exotic Car Limousine Service LLC, Jefferson County Commissioner Sheila Tyson, Malik
Temple #270, and Medical West. Thank you to all participants and attendees for their support as well! We
hope to see you all next year on the second Saturday in December!
2021 Christmas Parade Winners:
Float:

Vehicle:

Equestrian:

1st Place: Childcare Heaven Development Center

Runner Up: Bessemer Elks Lodge 721

1st Place: Denise Jackson

1st Place: Scott Farms
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Continued from Page 2

Bessemer Church Gives Thousands Worth of Christmas Gifts to Community
By: Diamond Nunnally, ABC 33/40
One church is giving back to the Marvel City in a super way. New Life Interfaith Ministries Inc. hosted its annual
'Christmas in the Marvel City' Saturday December 18th, 2021, spreading holiday cheer to families in Bessemer. "It is
amazing. A blessing that's number one, just outstanding," said one Bessemer resident. "They give back to the people
and they want to see our community grow." Superheroes of the Marvel City took to the streets to give families a Merry
Christmas, especially with the pandemic impacting families. "It's been a tough year," Organizer George Matthews III
said. "We wanted to make sure we gave the community something to
latch onto as far as hope goes."
New Life Interfaith Ministries hoped to do just that by bringing back
its annual 'Christmas in the City'. "This year we just decided to do it
on a large scale and make sure we take care of the entire city,"
Matthews said. Volunteers dressed as Marvel characters passed out
$10,000 worth of Christmas gifts to families. "Previous years, we
probably looked to serve 200 to 300 children. This year we're looking
to impact 1,000 families," he added. Each child received a goodie bag
filled with sweets, a $25 gift card and if they were lucky enough, an even bigger prize. "I got a golden ticket and I got
a LOL thing," said Heaven Wilder from Bessemer. Wilder's siblings didn't get a golden ticket but that's the least of
their worries. "It's not about the presents, it's about family," said Wilder's brother Zayden. To supply all their holiday
needs, the church passed out 300 complimentary food boxes for families to have groceries this Christmas. This was the
biggest year yet for the church surpassing their $25,000 goal to host this event. Matthews said everyone at the church,
sponsors and community members chipped in to make it happen.

Bessemer Chamber Partners With Homefront Housing
Every year the Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce partners with the Homefront
Housing as they host their annual Soldier Tree Toy Program which provides Christmas
gifts and books to the children of active-duty service members and veterans who have
served in the armed forces. The chamber’s ambassadors and board members made
several donations of clothing, toys, etc. throughout the month of December. Homefront
Housing volunteers set up at the Bessemer Chamber of Saturday, December 18th to
distribute dozens of gift bags to families, as well as making sure each child left with at
least one new book to read! Thank you Bessemer Chamber Ambassadors, chamber
member Ms. Velvet Davis, and the Homefront Housing organization for coordinating
such a wonderful event during the holiday season.
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BUSINESS NEWS
WELCOME TO BESSEMER
The Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce would like to
welcome the following business to the city of Bessemer:

Chamber Member Battery Plus’s ribbon cutting was held on Friday, December 10, 2021. They are
located at 1400 Ninth Avenue North, Bessemer, AL 35020.
(205) 587-1914

Chic Universe’s ribbon cutting was held
on Wednesday, December 8, 2021. They
are located at 623 Ninth Avenue North,
Bessemer, AL.

Buzzin’ Bees Learning Center’s ribbon
cutting was held on Thursday, December
23, 2021. They are located at 1710 Second
Avenue N, Bessemer, Alabama.
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BUSINESS NEWS

.
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CHAMBER NEWS

Glenda Freeman
Inheritance Church of Birmingham
P.O. Box 28832
Daisy & Julian Delmore
Birmingham,
AL 35228
22216th Street North
PH1: (205) 720-6031
Bessemer, AL 35020
PH2: (205) 602-8088
PH1: (360) 513-1078
Email: gdfreeman912@gmail.com
PH2: (205) 358-3042
*Individual
Email: jesussaves@inheritancechurch.net
*Church – Non-Denomination
Batteries Plus
Mahmoud Abusaleh
1400 9th Avenue N.
Bessemer, AL 35020
PH: (205) 587-1914
Email: mfabusaleh@gmai.com
*Retail

Are you a BACOC Member looking to be
featured in the Chamber Member Spotlight?
Complete the questionnaire on Page 15 today!
Take advantage of FREE advertisement by
participating in “Tidbit Tuesdays” specials!
For more information, review questionnaire on
Page 14

The Good Art Company
Melinda Brooks/Amy Mims
114 18th Street North
Bessemer, AL 35020
PH1: (205) 997-8284
PH2: (205) 283-9520
Email: amy@goodartcompany.com
Website: www.goodartcompany.net
*Art

Home Front Housing for the Green & Blue
Organization
Velvet Davis
3017 Wenonah Circle
Birmingham, AL 35211
PH: (205) 587-4315
Email: homefronthousing2013@gmail.com
*Non-Profit Organization

Are you opening a new business and would like to celebrate
with a ribbon cutting or groundbreaking ceremony?
Contact the Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce to receive
and complete the Ribbon Cutting/Groundbreaking
Registration Form today! Ceremonies are complimentary on
behalf of the BACOC.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Mitch Avery

Antoinette Madison

Carlton Jackson

Spire

Alabama Power

Bessemer Fire Dept.

Lawson State Community College

Dr. Cynthia Anthony

Robert Pollard
Premiere Chevrolet

Chairman

Chairman Elect

Past Chairman

Treasurer

Finance Chairman

Micah Andrews

Dr. Reginald Calvert

Cortney Coleman

Bryonda Collins

Katie Dugas-Truss

Dr. Autumm Jeter

Kem L. Marks

Foundry Ministries

New Jerusalem Bapt. Church

Bess. Housing Authority

Chambers Funeral Home

Legacy YMCA

Bessemer City Schools

Just in Time Legal Solutions

Maj. Cleveland Moore
Jeff. Co. Sheriff’s Office

Keith Pennington
Medical West

Sheriff Mark Pettway

Noah Rocker

Jeff. Co. Sheriff’s Office

Fountain of Life Church

William Smith
Marco’s Pizza – Bessemer

LaVada Varner
Alabama Technology Network

Devron Veasley
Bessemer Dev. Board

AMBASSADORS
Left to Right: Daryl Owens (New Jerusalem Baptist Church), Akilih
Haley (Lawson State Community College), Sarah Beasley (Joe
Beasley Memorial Foundation, Inc), Connie Fuell (Dex Imaging),
Anna Wooten (First Financial Bank), Cathy Ackerman (First Financial
Bank), Minnie Roper (Retired), Claire Mitchell (Retired), Donna King
(D & K Lawncare), Charles King (D & K Lawncare)
Not pictured: Tamala Briggins (Oak Trace Care & Rehabilitation),
Denise Jackson (New Jerusalem Baptist Church), Lori Chisem (Lawson
State Community College), Dorian Waluyn (Lawson State Community
College)
Honorary Ambassador: Sarah Belcher (Retired)
Ambassadors are the key resource in extending hospitality in the Bessemer area and are experienced in business, community, and
promotional arenas.
An Ambassador must serve as an active public relations arm of the Chamber and be prepared to meet visitors, local businesses,
and various forms of the media.
We encourage you join the ambassador program. The ambassadors
meet on the 1st Tuesday of each month; meetings alternate
___________
every month between 8am and 12 pm at the Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce.

Inheritance Church of Birmingham
Pastors Daisy & Julian Delmore
222 16th Street N, Bessemer, AL 35020
PH: (205) 358-3042
Hours of Operation: Sundays 9:30-10:30am
Mon. & Wed. 5:30pm Facebook Live only
Email: jesussaves@inheritance.net
Website: https://inheritance.convertri.com

1. How did your business get started? Inheritance Church was birthed January 2021 from a
mission’s heart over the last 7 years out of Vancouver, Washington. Daisy & Julian Delmore
are mission-focused pastors, with a heart of the great commission to go into all the world
(Matthew 28:19-20), who obeyed God’s call to Bessemer, Alabama to help a community that
God’s heart is truly for!
2. What products and/or services do you offer? Our mission is based on Psalm 28:9: “To save,
bless, shepherd and lift up a community God wants to rise even higher!” Our heart is service
to the community through Christ for any need he leads us to help meet, especially Salvation
to those in need!
3. Why did you choose to open your business in the Bessemer area? Out of obedience to God!
He led us to Bessemer I believe because He sees a city he truly Marvel! He saw the needs, and
heard the prayers, and led us to the community he wants us to know and help, where we
already have grown to love!
4. What is your favorite part about living and/or working in Bessemer? We love the people’s
heart we see for the community most of all, and our favorite part is enjoying the soul food
offered here! So, so good!

