
 

 

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

City of Bessemer 2022 Municipal Elections 

 
 
Campaigning is underway, as the city of Bessemer’s Municipal Election is set to take place on Tuesday, August 23rd! 

Residents will have the opportunity to cast their votes at their local polling locations for the positions of mayor, city 

councilor, and the Bessemer City School Board. The chamber has prepared an informational brochure that will allow 

the community and residents of Bessemer to learn more about each participating candidate’s background, stance, and 

goals ahead of the election. It also contains important information such as voter registration, polling locations, etc. and 

will be posted on the chamber’s Facebook page and website for the community to share! It is important for all 

registered voters to exercise their right to vote during these city elections. Let’s get out to the polls on August 23rd, as 

the following candidates are seeking your vote: 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

   
 

 School board incumbents for Districts 3, 4, 6, 7 will retain their seat without opposition. 

  

 

AUGUST 2022 
 

Mayor: 

Kenneth Gulley (Incumbent) 

Louise Alexander 

LaTricia Crusoe 

Wallace Anger 

 

City Council District 1: 

Jarvis Collier (Incumbent) 

Michael Knight 

 

City Council District 2: 

Kimberly Alexander (Incumbent) 

Chester Porter 

 

City Council District 3: 

Cynthia Stephenson-Donald (Incumbent) 

Sarah Bell Person 

 

City Council District 4: 

Donna Thigpen (Incumbent) 

Dana Darby 

 

City Council District 5: 

Ron Marshall (Incumbent) 

Geortez Jackson 
 

 

 

 

 

City Council District 6: 

Carla Freeman Jackson 

Angela Hawkins Murray 

 

City Council District 7: 

Jay Howton 

Cleo King 

Donald Wilson 

 

School Board District 1: 

Regina Cooper 

LaTesia Rancher 

Anthony Williams 

 

School Board District 2: 

Terry Dawson 

Jimenze “Coach Jay” Jennings 

 

School Board District 5: 

Jerome A. Cook (Incumbent) 

Margie Varner 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Lawson State Receives Electric Vehicle Charging Stations & Surprise Donation from TVA 

By: Seth Holloway, The Cutoff News 

 

In partnership with the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA), Lawson State Community 

College's Alabama Center for Automotive Excellence received two new charging 

stations. The stations are CT4000 Level 2 commercial charging stations known to 

provide optimum convenience, reliability, and quick charging for a variety of electric 

automobile models. This donation will be used for training purposes to instruct and 

engage students with some of the latest equipment in electric vehicle technology. This 

morning, the two new charging stations were presented in a ceremony at Lawson 

State's Bessemer Campus in Ethel Hall Auditorium. They were given to Lawson State 

Community College President Dr. Cynthia T. Anthony by TVA Executive Vice 

President and Chief External Relations Officer Jeannette Mills. Mills also surprised 

Dr. Anthony with a check for $10,000 to the school. 

 

Other participants in attendance at the presentation were Regional Vice President 

Jared Mitchem; Bessemer Utilities Operations Manager Jerry Yarbrough; Bessemer 

Chamber of Commerce President LaTasha Cook-Williams; Lawson State Assistant Dean for Career Technical Education Nancy 

Wilson; Lawson State Associate Dean for Workforce Development Tommy Hobbs and others. 

 

 

Step One Automotive Group Expands Toward Birmingham, Alabama with Bessemer-Based Acquisitions 

By: Seth Holloway, The Cutoff News 

 

On June 27, 2022, Step One Automotive Group announced that it has acquired its 18th new car dealership, 

formerly Premiere Chevrolet in Bessemer, Alabama. The new dealership, now named Chevrolet 

Bessemer, provides new and used vehicle sales as well as parts, service, and a body shop. Customers, 

new and existing, can expect the same great people and service under the new ownership led by 

store director Glenn West. “Our acquisition of Chevrolet Bessemer adds to our family of dealerships 

and increases our geographic presence. We are proud and excited to bring the Step One Advantage 

to those living and working near Birmingham, Alabama.” - Maureen Bierman, Director of Marketing 

and Communications of Step One Automotive Group.  

 

Chevrolet Bessemer is the third GM store purchased by the group and the first Chevrolet store in its portfolio. Step One also 

purchased a used car operation in Bessemer, Alabama now known as Step One Bessemer. 
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BUSINESS NEWS 

Thank you to the following companies for their partnership as a member with the Bessemer Area Chamber 

of Commerce in July 2022! 

 

• ADCO Boiler Co. 

• Bessemer Police Dept. – M. Roper 

• Chambers Funeral Home 

• Chester Porter 

• City of Bessemer – Civic Center 

• Crown Staffing 

• Ensley Ornamental Iron Co., Inc. 

• Hunter Law Firm, PC 

• Impressed 

• Keller Williams Realty Hoover 

 

• Marco’s Pizza 

• Merrill Lynch 

• Ridgeway Rehab. & Senior Living 

• Servpro 

• Simmons Sporting Goods 

• Taziki’s Mediterranean Restaurant 

• The Grace Place 

• The Phenomenal Women Foundation Inc. 

• Visture Technologies 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City of Bessemer – Terry Dawson 

Terry Dawson 

1130 9th Avenue SW 

Bessemer, AL 35022 

PH1: (205) 424-7469 

Fax: (205) 424-9388 

Email: tdawson@bessemeral.org 

Website: www.bessemeral.org/civic-center 

* Civic Center / Meeting Facility 
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CHAMBER NEWS 

Impressed 

Erica Gordon 

6409 Carroll Cove Parkway 

McCalla, AL 35111 

PH1: (205) 800-8801 

Fax: (205)848-6933 

Email: erica@iPress205.com 

Website: iPress.com 

* Retail 

Taziki’s Mediterranean Café 

Allison Gurley 

4859 Promenade Pkwy 

Bessemer, AL 35022 

PH1: (205) 213-8029 

Email: agurley@tazikiscafe.com 

Website: www.tazikis.com 

* Restaurant 

The Grace Place 

Jason Leight 

1630 Powder Plant Road 

Bessemer, AL 35022 

PH1: (205) 519-5402 

PH2: (205) 281-0748 

Email: TGPDirector@gmail.com 

Website: TheGracePlaceOnline.com 

* Non-Profit 

 

Visture Technologies 

Maurice Minter, Gabriel McCray 

1362 6th Way 

Pleasant Grove, AL 35127 

PH1: (205) 235-2813 

Email: mminter@visturetech.com 

Website: www.visturetech.com 

* Technology 



 

 

Bessemer Police Department – National Night Out 
 

The Bessemer Police Dept. held their annual National Night Out event on Tuesday, August 2nd at the Bessemer Recreation 

Center! There were many agencies and partners on site with free school supply giveaways to ensure that the kids are able to 

start school off on the right foot and right mindset. Bessemer PD gave special thanks to Bessemer DA’s office, Bessemer Fire 

Department, Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office, Bessemer Elks Lodge, Amazon, Coca-Cola, Golden Flake and Summit Life 

Church(Bessemer) for donating to the kiddos! 

 

 

  

  

  

  

   

   

 

  

   

  

   

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Bessemer City Schools Hosts Employee Institute 

 
The Bessemer City Schools Employee Institute was held on Wednesday, August 3rd at Bessemer City High School. This year’s theme 

was “One Team, One Dream!”, as school employees, government officials, and business/community leaders all gathered to discuss 

their plans for the 2022-2023 school year. Bessemer City Schools’ first day is Tuesday, August 9th; have a great school year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

   

COMMUNITY NEWS 
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              Mitch Avery   Antoinette Madison           Carlton Jackson      Dr. Cynthia Anthony           
         Spire                                       Alabama Power                                       Bessemer Fire Dept.                 Lawson State Community College                                

  Chairman           Chairman-Elect                  Finance Chairman/Past Chairman            Treasurer                      

  Maj. Cleveland Moore          Keith Pennington Sheriff Mark Pettway                Noah Rocker      LaVada Varner                   Devron Veasley                  
 Jeff. Co. Sheriff’s Office                  Medical West                      Jeff. Co. Sheriff’s Office          Fountain of Life Church       Alabama Technology Network        Bessemer Dev. Board      

 

 

Ambassadors are the key resource in extending hospitality in the Bessemer area and are experienced in business, community, and 

promotional arenas. 
 

An Ambassador must serve as an active public relations arm of the Chamber and be prepared to meet visitors, local businesses, 

and various forms of the media.  
   

We encourage you join the ambassador program.   The ambassadors meet on the 1st Tuesday of each month at 8:30am at the 

Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce.  
 

AMBASSADORS 
 

 Left to Right: Daryl Owens, Akilih Haley (Lawson State Community 

College), Connie Fuell (Dex Imaging), Anna Wooten (First Financial 

Bank), Cathy Ackerman (First Financial Bank), Minnie Roper 

(Retired), Claire Mitchell (Retired), Donna King (D & K Lawncare), 

Charles King (D & K Lawncare)  

 

Not pictured: Tamala Briggins (Oak Trace Care & Rehabilitation), Lori 

Chisem (Lawson State Community College), Denise Jackson (New 

Jerusalem Baptist Church), Barnard Montgomery (Merrill Lynch), 

Dorian Waluyn (Lawson State Community College) 

 

Honorary Ambassador: Sarah Beasley (Joe Beasley Memorial 

Foundation), Sarah Belcher (Retired) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________ 

 

 

 

 

      Micah Andrews         Dr. Reginald Calvert Cortney Coleman            Bryonda Collins            Katie Dugas-Truss   Dr. Autumm Jeter                 Kem L. Marks  
      Foundry Ministries       New Jerusalem Bapt. Church         Bess. Housing Authority            Chambers Funeral Home            Legacy YMCA Bessemer City Schools        Just in Time Legal Solutions       

 

Page 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  

USE ADDITIONAL SPACE IF NEEDED 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


