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The Bessemer Chamber Prepares to Celebrate Centennial Anniversary
The Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce will celebrate 100 years in business in 2022!
The Bessemer Chamber has been a united voice of the business community in the city,
county, state, and federal levels. We work daily to be a networking resource for the
business community, an integral part of the city and community, and an advocate for
growth.
As we embark upon the 100th Anniversary, we reflect upon the fact that we are standing
tall on the shoulders of many that laid the foundation for this organization. The Bessemer
Chamber of Commerce was organized on May 1, 1922, as a community organization and
was composed of leading industrial, business, and professional men. We have come a long
way with great leadership and dedicated volunteers. We’ve made it this far because many of you realized the
value of your local chamber of commerce and have maintained your partnership.
2022 will be a year of celebration! We will kick off the year with the publication of
the 100th “SPECIAL EDITION” Anniversary Magazine. We ask you to celebrate
with us throughout the entire year. Show your support, starting with the Bessemer
Magazine!
Please review the advertising investment opportunities listed on page 8 and select your
advertisement size. This is a great way for you to market your company/organization,
but it is also a great way to display your support/partnership with your chamber. Our
goal is to have every chamber member to advertise in this SPECIAL EDITION of the
magazine and WE NEED YOUR HELP! Can we count on you?

Bessemer Municipal Court –
Maurice S. Muhammad
23 15th Street North
Bessemer, AL 35020
P: (205) 425-2853
Email: mmuhammad@bessemeral.org
*Government

Fountain of Life Church
Noah Rocker
1414 2nd Avenue North
Bessemer, AL 35020
P1: (205) 434-2374; P2: (251) 769-3518
Email: pastor@afountainoflife.com
Website: www.afountainoflife.com
*Church

Page 2

BUSINESS NEWS
Lawson State Community College Partners with Miles College
By Ryan Michaels, The Birmingham Times
Lawson State Community College (LSCC) students with an associate’s degree can now
easily transfer to Miles College to obtain a bachelor’s, presidents of the two schools
announced Tuesday. After completing 64 transferable hours or obtaining an associate’s
from LSCC, Miles College will provide admissions to Lawson State students and/or
alumni who possess at least a GPA of 2.0 in their core curriculum or a minimum
cumulative GPA of 2.0. Bobbie Knight, president of Miles College, said the agreement
will have a long-lasting impact for both institutions. “The most significant impact will
be for the students of both campuses, and specifically, the [LSCC] students who will
find a home at Miles College, said Knight. LSCC president Dr. Cynthia T. Anthony
said, “When you put two great institutions together, nothing but success can happen . . . At Lawson State we are laser focused on student
success. That is our mantra, we live it every day. . . . We see that this partnership with Miles College just represents another piece of that
continuum toward student success.” This is not the first time LSCC and Miles have worked together on initiatives for students. In
January, the two colleges collaborated with Propel Center in Atlanta, which will support innovative learning and development for
Historically Black College and Universities (HBCUs). Miles is also committed to providing more than just transferal of credits for LSCC
students, Knight said. “I have asked every member of my administration to pull out all the stops to ensure that [LSCC] students have
everything they need to succeed,” Knight said. “This represents a partnership between my office and that of Dr. Cynthia Anthony. This
means scholarships for [LSCC] students, joint programs and activities between our academic success centers, our educational programs
and career development programs.” “Miles College is proud to partner with [LSCC] and excited about the opportunity to serve our
future Mileans,” Knight said. Dr. Jarralynne Agee, Vice President of Academic Affairs for Miles, pointed out that the schools are just 3.7
miles away, “but this document brings us a little bit closer,” she said.

New Construction in Bessemer to Create a Combined 1500 Jobs
By Lauren Walsh, ABC 33/40
West Jefferson County is quickly becoming the place companies want to
build, especially distribution centers. New projects opening in Bessemer
this year and next year will create a combined 1,500 jobs. For example,
Fed Ex on Lakeshore Parkway is expected to open later this year with 250
jobs. On Lakeshore, you 'll also find Amazon 's new last mile facility under
construction, expected to employ 250 people. TSF Sportswear broke
ground on a new facility, expected to employ 175 people in 2022. The
company, currently on Oxmoor Road, is expanding and relocating to the
Bessemer site. On Morgan Road, Lowe's is building a 1.2 million square
foot facility, expected to employ 150 people. Carvana just opened not far
from there, with 450 jobs. ‘You probably can’t find five places in America
seeing this level of investment,” Birmingham Business Alliance President Ron Kitchens said of the concentrated level of investment of a
specific industry. Kitchens says companies saw the faith Amazon put into the area. “The validation of Amazon selecting that area and
continuing to invest in it both said geographically it’s a great location to distribute from and then in terms of the quality of the workforce
and quality of governmental relations,” Kitchens said. “We’ve got hard working people, blue collar people in the city of Bessemer and
it’s just a combination of the land availability and all those things coming together,” said Mayor Kenneth Gulley. Gulley notes the high
starting pay and great benefit packages for the new jobs. “Everybody who wants a job can find a job, not just any job, a good paying job
where you can provide for your family,” Gulley added. He admits there may be a challenge filling them. He knows Alabama is
experiencing a worker shortage and Bessemer is even experiencing a shortage of city workers right now. “We are a city of roughly 27,000
citizens and we’ve created more than 10,000 jobs in the last decade,” said Gulley. “That means we’re going to have those problems
regardless of whether we’re in a pandemic or not.” Kitchens shares the workforce concerns and is helping to work on a plan. “The only
holding us back is the labor issue and we’ve got to address that Mayor Gulley says to stay competitive- some of the projects were offered
tax abatements. Others did not use any incentives from the city.

Page 3

BUSINESS NEWS
WELCOME TO BESSEMER
The Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce would like to welcome the following
businesses to the city of Bessemer:

The Law Offices of Merika Coleman, LLC’s ribbon cutting was held on Thursday, July 22 nd, 2021. The Law Offices
of Merika Coleman, LLC is located at 401 19th Street North, Ste. 103 Bessemer, Alabama.
Ph1: (205) 800-7660; PH2: (205) 276-4324; www.alabamabankruptcylawfirm.com

JL Beauty Bar’s ribbon cutting was held on Friday, August 6th, 2021. JL Beauty Bar is located at 1900
22nd Avenue, Ste. 112 Bessemer, Alabama.
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BUSINESS/COMMUNITY NEWS

Heritage Christian Academy’s ribbon cutting was held on Friday, August 6th, 2021. Heritage Christian Academy is
located at 6200 Lou George Loop, Birmingham, Alabama.
PH: (205) 978-6001; www.hcachristian.org
Are you opening a new business and would like to celebrate with a ribbon cutting or groundbreaking
ceremony? Contact the Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce and complete the Ribbon
Cutting/Groundbreaking Registration Form today! Ceremonies are complimentary on behalf of the
BACOC.

Message from Chamber Member,

.

As our COVID hospitalization numbers rise, we
wanted to provide you all with a recap of our July
numbers. In July, we had a total of 42 COVID
hospitalizations, 14 of those critically ill with 7 on
ventilators. All 7 on ventilators were unvaccinated.
The numbers don’t lie, and they are continuing to
grow. For our community, your loved ones and our
staff working tirelessly to help those who are sick,
please consider getting vaccinated. #GetVaccinated
#protectyourself #StopTheSpread
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COMMUNITY NEWS
“Seek the Peace” Ministries Partnered to Organize Community Event
A group of local church leaders called “Seek the Peace” Ministries partnered with Housing Authority of the City if Bessemer
to organize the “Community Unity Fun Day” in Bessemer’s Southside Homes community on August 1st, 2021. The event was
a success; dozens of children in the area came out for a great time and enjoyed food/snacks, drinks, music and a bookbag
filled with school supplies! Thanks to the Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce, Lawson State Community College, and
Chambers Funeral Home for contributing to the success of this event!

Amazon Delivers School Supplies to Bessemer City Elementary Schools
By Ashley Gooden, ABC 33/40

Special Amazon deliveries came Tuesday afternoon. The important boxes came
to schools in the Bessemer City School district. Each box contained exactly
what's needed for the start of the school year. Sometimes it's a surprise seeing
an Amazon Prime package, but imagine getting a phone call and Amazon
telling you to expect 150 packages at your door! "It is wonderful," says Mildred
Posey, the principal at J.S. Abrams Elementary School. Abrams Elementary
was one of many stops. The school received boxes filled with backpacks,
notepads, pencils, markers and more. At the end of the initiative, Amazon will
have delivered 3500 school supplies boxes to Tuscaloosa, Birmingham and
Bessemer. Parents won't have to worry about this part of the school year.
"We're not asking parents to provide any school supplies this year. We want to
do everything for them because we know that the children, parents too have
gone through a lot during this COVID season," says Posey. While it's off to another strange start, Abrams Elementary will
roll with the punches. "In any school year you have to adapt and adjust to whatever changes come your way, and that's what
we have done, that's what we're going to continue to do," Posey says. For many students school is a refuge, a safe place... one
of these boxes could mean a lot more than anyone knows. "We all have things that happen in our lives that might effect you
a different way than someone else, so we just have to be attentive to our children at all times," Posey says.
Bessemer City Schools kick off the school year August 12th and offer a friendly reminder to parents who are waiting until
the last minute, If you have not registered, make sure you visit the website of your child's school and do so.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Carlton Jackson

Mitch Avery

Charles King

Antoinette Madison

Bessemer Fire Dept.

Spire

Regional Paramedical Services

Alabama Power

Chairman

Chairman Elect

Past Chairman

Treasurer

Cortney Coleman

Bryonda Collins

Katie Dugas-Truss

Dr. Autumm Jeter

Bess. Housing Authority

Chambers Funeral Home

Legacy YMCA

Bessemer City Schools

Dr. Cynthia Anthony

Dr. Reginald Calvert

Lawson State Community College New Jerusalem Baptist Church

Finance Chairman

Deaunka L. Webster
Individual

Sheriff Mark Pettway

Robert Pollard

William Smith

Paul Teasley

Jeff. Co. Sheriff’s Office

Premiere Chevy

Marco’s Pizza – Bessemer

Buffalo Rock

Kem L. Marks

Maj. Cleveland Moore

Just In Time Legal Solutions

LaVada Varner
Alabama Technology Network

Jeff. Co. Sheriff’s Office

Devron Veasley
Bessemer Development Board

AMBASSADORS
Standing – Left to Right
Daryl Owens (New Jerusalem Baptist Church), Danielle
Matthews (Matthews & Associates), Minnie Roper (Retired),
Tamala Briggins (Oak Trace Care & Rehabilitation), Donna King
(D & K Lawncare), Cathy Ackerman (First Financial Bank)
Sitting – Left to Right
Sarah Belcher (Retired), Claire Mitchell (Retired), Sarah Beasley
(Joe Beasley Memorial Foundation, Inc)
Not pictured
Denise Jackson (New Jerusalem Baptist Church), Anna Wooten
(First Financial Bank), Sebrena Davis (Salvation Army), Lori
Chisem (Lawson State Community College), Dorian Waluyn
(Lawson State Community College), Akilih Haley (Lawson State
Community College), Connie Fuell (Dex Imaging)
Ambassadors are the key resource in extending hospitality in the Bessemer area and are experienced in business, community, and promotional
arenas.
An Ambassador must serve as an active public relations arm of the Chamber and be prepared to meet visitors, local businesses, and various
forms of the media.
We encourage you join the ambassador program. The ambassadors meet on the 1st Tuesday of each month at 12 pm at the Bessemer Area
Chamber of Commerce.
___________

