
The Bessemer Chamber of Commerce is 

proud to announce a special event that 

will bring honor and remembrance to a 

group of individuals that continue to 

sacrifice their lives to protect ours.  
  

Remembrance, Honor & Awards Day 

for our HEROES will be held on 

Monday, September 11, 2023 from  12 

– 2 pm at the Bessemer Civic Center.   

We are asking you to join us as we 

commemorate 9/11, honor our first 

responders and recognize our 2023 

business of the year. 
 

This will be a great day for the City of 

Bessemer.  We all can attest to the fact 

that first responders endure hazardous 

conditions, traumatic events, and long 

hours on the job to secure our safety and 

in many incidents save lives.   
 

We will not/cannot forget September 

11th, a day that remains a point for 

reflection on the hijacked plane attacks 

that killed nearly 3,000 people.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Register with form on page 12. 

 

  

 

  

  JUNE / JULY NEWSLETTER                                                         2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
This event is set to bring the entire community together to reflect, honor and say thank you to our HEROES.  Make your 

reservations today by calling the Bessemer Chamber at (205) 425-3253. 

PLEASE NOMINATE YOUR COMPANY OR A COMPANY FOR THE 2023 BUSINESS OF THE YEAR 

AWARDS.                                                                                  See nomination form / past recipients on pages 13 & 14 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

  

   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday, June 22, 2023 the Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce welcomed over 

100 members and community leaders to the annual Business After Hours Membership 

Appreciation Seafood Boil that was held at Frank House Municipal Golf Course.   This 

event was sponsored by our 2023 Gold Corporate Partners: Amazon, Bessemer 

Utilities, Dex Imaging, Holt Insurance, Grade A Asset Management, Lawson State 

Community College and J. M. Smucker.   We would like to thank our chamber  

                                                                                             

                    

THANK YOU FOR INVESTING IN YOUR CHAMBER  
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members for investing and partnering with us.  Supporting your local chamber allows this region to flourish 

economically. We would like you to know that the Bessemer Chamber is working tirelessly to CREATE 

CONNECTIONS that will provide avenues for you (our members) to reach your goals.   Thank you to Bessemer’s Mayor 

and Bessemer City Councilors for seeing the value and providing support for this chamber.                                                                                                             
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The Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce Presents the City of Bessemer’s 

 

 

Partner with us as a  

TITLE SPONSOR  -  $2,500 

Entertainment Zone sponsor, Zone Banner in your 

name, choice of preferred vendor space, 

representative to speak during event, 

Logo/Company name on car show awards, logo 

on video, company logo on Family Fun Fest shirt, 

complimentary souvenir items, company 

name/logo on advertising material.  

OR A  

ZONE SPONSOR - $500 

Zone banner in your name, company name on 

advertising material, vendor space, 

complimentary souvenir item  
 

(limited to 2 sponsors per zone) 
 

Cancer Awareness 

Entertainment 

Greek 

Marvel City Marketplace 

Car Show 

Faith-Based 

Information 

Personality 

Domestic Violence Awareness 

Food Trucks/Restaurant Avenue 

Kids/Education 

Safety 

Wellness/Healthcare 
 

Marvel City Family Fun Fest, an enjoyable event that brings the entire community together. The festival will be held on 

Sunday, October 22, 2023 in downtown Bessemer in Debardeleben Park from 3pm until 7pm.    This event provides 

vendors the opportunity to showcase and sell their products and services.   We are excited to bring you 13 zones this year.  

Included are four new zones: Cancer Awareness, Greek, Domestic Violence Awareness and Faith-Based plus 

Entertainment, Marvel City Marketplace, Car Show, Information, Personality, Food Trucks/Restaurant Avenue, 

Kids/Education, Safety and Wellness/Healthcare.   There will be something for everyone in the family to enjoy.   The 

Entertainment zone will feature some outstanding local artists.   The Chamber is accepting title/zone sponsors and 

vendors. 
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The Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce would like to welcome the following businesses to the city of Bessemer: 

 

Bessemer Chamber Member H & R Testing celebrated their grand opening with a ribbon cutting on Tuesday, June 13, 2023. The property 

is located at 615 Ninth Avenue North, Bessemer. 

 

Hackworth’s Cleaning Service, LLC 

Kevin Hackworth Jr 

1201 Powder Plant Road Unit 23, Bessemer, 

AL 35022 

PH 205-643-4416 

hackworthcleaningservice@gmail.com 

www.hackworthcleaning.com 

*Cleaning / Janitorial 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Acceptance Insurance 

LaQuisha T Fisher 

623 Bessemer Super Hwy, Midfield, AL 35228 

lfisher@acceptance.com 

PH 205-424-2810, F 205-425-6370 

*Insurance 
 

 

Welcome Dr. Dana 

Arreola, Superintendent 

– Bessemer City Schools  

Please join Bessemer City 

Schools for a welcome 

reception honoring Dr Dana 

Arreola, their newly appointed 

superintendent on Sunday, July 

30,2023 at 3 pm at Bessemer 

City High School (4950 

Premiere Parkway Bessemer, 

Alabama 35020). 

 

Know Someone That Has an Antique Car, Corvette, Mustang or Slingshot?  

Ask them to register for the car show during the Marvel City Family Fun Fest on Sunday, October 22nd 

Judges will vote for the best antique / Corvette / Mustang / Slingshot  

Winners will receive a trophy, post advertising and bragging rights! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

  

 

       

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

The City of Bessemer’s Independence Day Celebration 

This celebration was held on Tuesday, July 4, 2023 from 6 – 9 pm at Bessemer City High School.  The High School 

parking lot was filled with hundreds of people that came out to enjoy the festivities and giveaways.  This annual event 

is hosted by the Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce and sponsored by the City of Bessemer. Thank you to everyone 

that attended and made this event a huge success! 
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The Chamber is excited about this group of individuals that 

will lead the chamber for 2023.   

Our 2023 Chairwoman of the board, Dr. Cynthia Anthony, 

President of Lawson State Community College stated this 

year is going to be a BIG year for the Bessemer Chamber.  

Input, commitment, leadership, action and decision-making 

are the key elements that each individual brings to the board.  

These individuals have agreed to serve the chamber and have 

made the commitment to lead and direct the chamber of 

commerce and to represent the full membership of the 

Chamber in every capacity to guarantee that the organization 

achieves its mission.   

 
2023 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Dr. Cynthia Anthony, 2023 Chairwoman 

Lawson State Community College 
 

Mitch Avery, Immediate Past Chairman 

Retired (Spire) 
 

Carlton Jackson, Realtor, Finance Chairman Realtor, 

ABR* - Building Areas of Excellence 

Keith Pennington, 2023 Treasurer 

Medical West 

 

Micah Andrews, The Foundry Ministries 

Mark Brown, Tennessee Valley Authority 

Cortney Coleman, Bessemer Housing Authority 

Charles King, Regional Paramedics (RAMS) 

Antoinette Madison, Alabama Power 

Reggie Mays, United Prosthetics & Orthotics 

Claire Mitchell, Jefferson County Absentee Specialist 

Bessemer Division 

Shane Morris, Buffalo Rock 

Nicole Newell, J. M. Smucker 

Noah Rocker, The Fountain of Life Church 

Katie Truss, Legacy YMCA 

Devron Veasley, Bessemer Development Board 

 

AMBASSADORS 
 

Minnie Roper, Retired 
Ambassador Coordinator  

 
Tamala Briggins, Oak Crest Health & Wellness 
Lori Chisem, Lawson State Community College 

Eric Crosby, ArtisticVisionz 
Connie Fuell, Dex Imaging 

Akilih Haley, Lawson State Community College 

Denise Jackson, New Jerusalem Baptist Church 
Donna King, D & K Lawncare LLC 

Barnard Montgomery, Merrill Lynch 
Daryl Owens 

Dorian Waluyn, Lawson State Community College 
Anna Wooten, First Financial Bank 
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The Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce office is 

located at 321 18th Street N., Bessemer, AL 35020 
 
 

PH (205) 425-3253     

www.bessemerchamber.com 
 

Office Hours are Monday–Friday 8:30am – 5:00pm 
 

STAFF 

LaTasha Williams IOM, President    
 lacook1@bellsouth.net 

Mary Milan – Administrative & Accounting  
bessemerchamber.events@gmail.com 

Arliscia Dial – Membership & Event Coordinator 
bessemerchamber.memberserv@gmail.com 

www.bessemerchamber.com 
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Chamber Members, send us your information if you’re hiring and we will include it in the next 

Chamber newsletter.  
 

www.bessemerchamber.com 

To apply, visit medicalwesthospital.org/careers 

Reply by direct message 
on our Facebook page 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY JULY 19 

WEDNESDAY JULY 26 

WEDNESDAY AUG. 2 

8:30 am 

Doing Business With 

the Government Series 
Scan QR code to register 

 

 

 

 

TUESDAY AUGUST 1 

Bessemer Police 

Department’s National 

Night Out 

5 – 8 pm 
Bessemer Recreation Ctr 

Call Sgt Bruiser for more 

information  

205-417-3900 

 

 

 
THURSDAY AUGUST 24 

Active Shooter 

Preparedness 

Conference 

8:30 am – 3:30 pm 
Bessemer Civic Center 

Scan QR code to register 

 

 

 

THURSDAY OCTOBER 5 

32nd Annual Golf FORE 

Progress Tournament 
Tee time 12 pm 

Frank House Golf Course 

Registration at 10 am 

Lunch served at 11 am 
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Heat-related illness can be prevented. Learn these 4 simple steps you can take to keep from falling ill during hot 
summer months. 

 

With summer fast approaching, remember that hot, humid weather can be a hazard to your health. In fact, hot weather causes more 
deaths than any other weather-related hazard. In hot and humid conditions, your body must work harder—just to maintain a normal 
temperature. Older adults and those with illnesses are at greater risk. 

The good news is that heat-related illness and death can be prevented. There are simple steps you can take to keep from falling ill. 

 1. Stay Cool 

~ Stay in air-conditioned locations as much as possible. If your home is not air conditioned find places in your community that are air 

conditioned. Find out if your community has a cooling center available during hot months. 

~ Don’t stay in a hot car (and don’t leave pets in a hot car). 

~ If you are outdoors, take breaks from the heat, especially during the hottest part of the day. 

~ Take cool showers or baths to cool down. 

~ Cover your windows with drapes to keep out the hot sun. 

~ Consider using attic fans to clear hot air from your house. 

 

Note: When the temperature outside is over 95 degrees, don’t use electric fans to  

try to stay cool. At this temperature, fans create a false sense of comfort, and do  

not reduce body temperature. 

 

 2. Stay Hydrated 

~ Drink plenty of fluids, even if you don’t feel thirsty. 

~ If you are on a special diet or if you have end-stage renal disease or advanced 

congestive heart failure, ask your doctor how to stay hydrated. 

  
3. Stay Protected 

~ Avoid strenuous or high-energy activities. 

~ Wear loose and lightweight, light-colored clothing. 

~ Wear sunscreen. 

~ When outdoors, stay in the shade and wear a hat with a wide brim. 

 

4. Watch for Signs of Heat Stress 

On hot days, watch for signs of heat illness in yourself and others. Heat cramps, heat exhaustion and heat stroke are possible on hot 
days. Signs of heat-related illness include: 

~ Muscle pains, cramps, or spasms 

~ Heavy sweating, paleness, weakness, dizziness, headache nausea or vomiting 

~ Confusion, fainting or unconsciousness 

~ High body temperature (over 103 degrees) with dry skin (not sweating) 

~ Rapid pulse 
  
If you feel sick and suspect it may be heat-related, sip a sports drink. Get medical help if you still don’t feel better.  If you experience very high 

body temperature, rapid pulse, or dizziness it can be an emergency. Get medical help immediately. 

 

By following these tips, you can reduce your risk of heat injury. Have a safe and enjoyable summer!                   Provided by Landmark Health 

 

Tips to Stay Safe in Summer Months  
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Wet Weather Driving Tips by AAA 

Spring and summer showers may mean flowers, but wet pavement contributes to nearly 1.2 million traffic crashes each year. 

Here are some tips you’ll want to follow the next time you’re caught driving in the rain. 

Safety starts before you drive, and your goal should be to see and be seen. Replace windshield wiper inserts that leave streaks or don’t clear 

the glass in a single swipe. Make sure all headlights, taillights, brake lights and turn signals are properly functioning so other drivers will see 

you during downpours. Turn on your headlights whenever you drive. 

Proper tire tread depth and inflation are imperative to maintaining good traction on wet roadways. Check tread depth with a quarter inserted 

upside down into the tire groove. If you can see above Washington’s head, start shopping for new tires. Check each tire’s pressure, including 

the spare, at least once a month… and be sure to check the pressure when the tires are cold. 

Avoid Cruise Control 

Most modern cars feature cruise control. This feature works great in dry conditions, but when used in wet conditions, the chance of losing 

control of the vehicle can increase. To prevent loss of traction, the driver may need to reduce the car’s speed by lifting off the accelerator, 

which cannot be accomplished when cruise control is engaged. 

When driving in wet-weather conditions, it is important to concentrate fully on every aspect of driving. Avoiding cruise control will allow the 

driver more options to choose from when responding to a potential loss-of-traction situation, thus maximizing your safety. 

Slow Down and Leave Room 

Slowing down during wet weather driving can be critical to reducing a car’s chance of hydroplaning, when the tires rise up on a film of water. 

With as little as 1/12 inch of water on the road, tires have to displace a gallon of water per second to keep the rubber meeting the road. 

Drivers should reduce their speed to correspond to the amount of water on the roadway. At speeds as low as 35 mph, new tires can still lose 

some contact with the roadway. 

To reduce chances of hydroplaning, drivers should slow down, avoid hard braking or turning sharply and drive in the tracks of the vehicle 

ahead of you. Also, it’s important for motorists to allow ample stopping distance between cars by increasing the following distance of the 

vehicle in front of them and beginning to slow down to stop for intersections, turns and other traffic early. 

Responding to a Skid 

Even careful drivers can experience skids. If a driver feels their car begin to skid, it’s important to not panic and follow these basic steps: 

• Continue to look and steer in the direction in which the driver wants the car to go. 

• Avoid slamming on the brakes as this will further upset the vehicle’s balance and make it harder to control. 

If you feel the car begin to skid, continue to look and steer in the direction you want the car to go. Don’t panic, and avoid slamming on the 

brakes to maintain control. 

Overall you want to be extra cautious in wet weather. Slow down, avoid hard braking or turning sharply and allow ample stopping distance 

between you and the cars in front of you. Also, do these things one at a time. Brake, then turn, then accelerate. 

Summer Safety Tips From Our Members 
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Sign up today to have a free video made 

to highlight your products & services on 

Facebook! 

We will accept a video you make 
or come make one for you.  

(no more than 2 minutes long) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you afford not to spotlight your 

business free of charge? 
 

Contact us today! 

 

 

 

Groundbreakings / Ribbon Cuttings are 

free to chamber members only! 
 

Have you had one to celebrate your 

opening or a complete renovation? 

 

Do you have a company representative that is 

passionate about your company and the 

Bessemer area?  They may be the perfect 

candidate for our ambassador program. 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact us for details and nominate them to 

serve today! 

Members in good standing are able to use the chamber’s meeting room during business hours Monday through Friday 

upon request (when available) 

www.bessemerchamber.com 


