
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

The Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce extends our heartfelt appreciation to everyone who participated in this 

year’s Taste of Bessemer. Your energy, creativity, and commitment helped make this event another unforgettable 

celebration of our city’s food, culture, and community spirit. 

From our incredible sponsors and vendors to the volunteers, performers, and guests who filled the room with 

excitement, each of you played a vital role in bringing this event to life. Your support strengthens our mission and 

continues to elevate Bessemer as a place where businesses thrive and neighbors come together. 

We are grateful for your partnership and look forward to welcoming you back for next year’s Taste of Bessemer as 

we continue building something special for our community. 

 



 
  

Celebrating a Decade of Flavor: The 10th Annual Taste of Bessemer 
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Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce President, LaTasha Williams, Attends  

2026 Alabama Chambers Executive Leadership Conference 
 
The Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce proudly joined chamber leaders from 

across the state at the 2026 Executive Leadership Conference hosted by Alabama 

Chambers in the Rocket City of Huntsville from April 27–30, 2026. 
 

Representing the Bessemer community, Chamber President LaTasha Williams 

participated in several days of leadership development, networking, and 

innovative discussions designed to strengthen chambers of commerce and the 

communities they serve throughout Alabama. 
 

The Executive Leadership Conference provided chamber professionals with 

valuable tools and strategies to better engage members, elevate organizational 

leadership, and create meaningful economic impact in their local communities. 

The event also offered attendees the opportunity to collaborate with fellow 

chamber executives while exploring new ideas to help chambers evolve and 

thrive in today’s changing business environment. 
 

Among the conference highlights was the engaging session “Doing Time in the 

Principal’s Office,” which offered insightful perspectives on leadership, 

accountability, and professional growth. Another memorable presentation, “How 

Stories Bring Us Together and Bond Us Forever,” led by Libby Spears, 

emphasized the power of storytelling in building authentic connections and 

strengthening relationships within organizations and communities. 

Attendees also gained valuable knowledge from sessions such as “Storytelling to 

Sell” and “Membership Models” presented by Allison Walden. These 

presentations focused on innovative communication strategies, member 

engagement, and sustainable growth models that chambers can implement to 

better serve businesses and communities across Alabama. 
 

LaTasha Williams expressed appreciation for the opportunity to learn from 

industry leaders and connect with chamber professionals from across the state. 
 

“The conference was inspiring, informative, and energizing,” Williams said. “The 

sessions reinforced the importance of leadership, storytelling, and collaboration in 

helping our chamber continue to grow and support the Bessemer business 

community.” 
 

Special thanks were extended to Paige Hutto, President of Alabama Chambers, 

for organizing an outstanding and impactful event that brought together some of 

the state’s top chamber leaders and professionals for an unforgettable experience 

in Huntsville.  
 



 
 
 
   

Jefferson County Commissioners Sheila Tyson, 

Jimmie Stephens, and Lashunda Scales joined 

Brenda’s Brown Bosom Buddies for a Women’s 

History Month news conference focused on cancer 

awareness and the importance of routine 

screenings. Commissioner Stephens shared his 

own cancer journey, underscoring the need for 

early detection for both men and women. The 

Sheriff’s Department provided safety tips for 

women, and an update was given on the Breast 

Cancer Screening Bill currently awaiting the 

Governor’s signature. Several organizations 

received support for their work in cancer 

prevention, education, and survivor services, 

including Brenda’s Brown Bosom Buddies, the 

Birmingham Black Nurses Association, the Breast 

Cancer Research Foundation of Alabama, Baptist 

Health Brookwood Women’s Diagnostic Center, 

FORGE, Sister Survivors, Her Fight is Our Fight, 

and the UAB St. Vincent Foundation. 

Jefferson County Commissioners Join Community Partners to Promote Cancer Screening and Safety 

Micah Andrews and Brandon Lackey were honored with 

the prestigious Samford Medallion Award, recognizing 

their significant impact on the community, the Church, 

and the lives of those they serve. Their leadership 

continues to rebuild lives, strengthen families, and bring 

hope across the region.  

Leadership That Changes Lives: Andrews and Lackey Earn Samford Medallion 

recognition and expressed pride in their 

ongoing service. 

 

 

Brandon was unable to attend due to advocacy work in 

Washington, D.C., and his sons accepted the award on 

his behalf. The organization celebrated this meaningful  

 



  

Thursday, March 12th 5-7pm 

St. Patrick’s Day Business After Hours 

Bessemer Chamber 

  

Friday, April 3rd  

Closed-Holiday Observance 

 

Thursday, April 9th 4-7pm 

Taste of Bessemer Job Fair & Business Expo 

Bessemer Civic Center 

 

Thursday, May 7th Noon  

City of Bessemer National Day of Prayer 

Program 

Bessemer Civic Center 

 

Thursday, May 14th 5-7pm  

Membership Appreciation Seafood Boil 

Bessemer Chamber 

 

Monday, May 25th 

Closed-Holiday Observance 

 

Friday, June 19th 

Closed-Holiday Observance 

 

Friday, July 3rd  

Closed-Holiday Observance 

 

Saturday, July 4th 6-9pm  

City of Bessemer 4th of July Celebration 

 

July/August (TBA) 

Business Awards & 1st Responders Gala 

Bessemer Civic Center 

 

Monday, September 7th 

Closed-Holiday Observance  
 
 

 

 

Friday, September 11th Noon 

Remembrance Ceremony 

Debardeleben Park 

 

Thursday, October 1st Noon 

Golf “FORE” Progress Tournament 

Frank House Municipal Golf Course 

 

Wednesday, October 14th Noon  

Uniting for the Cause Luncheon 

 

October (TBA)  

Pink & Purple Stroll 

 

Wednesday, November 11th 

Closed-Holiday Observance 

 

November 26-27th  

Closed-Holiday Observance 

 

Thursday, December 10th 5-7pm 

Chamber Holiday Open House 

Bessemer Chamber 

 

Saturday, December 12th 2pm  

City of Bessemer “Mardi Gras Christmas” 

Parade 

Downtown Bessemer 

 

December 24-25th  

Closed-Holiday Observance 

 

December 31st-January 1, 2027  

Closed-Holiday Observance  

 

Dates and Times are Subject to Change. Please Call to Confirm. 

(205)425-3253 



 
 
   

Shostocka Ward 

Stacy Bullard 

Evoke Capital LLC 

271 Woodward Estates 

Bessemer, AL 35020 

Phone: (205) 860-8933 

Email: woodward@evokecapital.net 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

Jessica Washington 

Long-Lewis Chevrolet 

4990 Premiere Pkwy 

Bessemer, AL 35022 

Phone: (205) 566-0535 

Email: jessica.washington@longlewis.net 

Website: www.longlewischevroletbessemer.com 

AUTOMOBILE 

 
Charlotte Hall 

Daisy Private Home Care 

7841 1st Ave N 

Birmingham, AL 35206 

Phone: (205) 208-8300 

Email: info@daisyphc.com 

HOME HEALTH CARE/HOSPICE 

Fahria Nawrin 

PNC Bank 

1719 4th Ave N 

Bessemer, AL 35020 

Phone: (205) 481-2520 

Email: fahria.nawrin@pnc.com 

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION 

 

CHECK OUT OUR NEW & IMPROVED 

WEBSITE 

www.BESSEMERCHAMBER.com 

Let us know what you think at bessemerchamber.events@gmail.com 

We’re excited to welcome you into our business community and look forward to  

supporting your company’s continued success. 

 

Frank & Yazmene Horn 

Charlie P’s Fish & Wings 

5904 5th Ave. S, 

Lipscomb, AL 35020 

Phone: (205) 614-1639 

Email: charliepsfishandwings@gmail.com 

RESTURANT  

Erica Storey 

Storey Keepsakes 

Phone: (205) 440-1656 

Email: hello@storeykeepsakes.com 

Website: www.storeykeepsakes.com 

PRINTING 

http://www.longlewischevroletbessemer.com/
mailto:info@daisyphc.com
mailto:fahria.nawrin@pnc.com
mailto:charliepsfishandwings@gmail.com
mailto:hello@storeykeepsakes.com
http://www.storeykeepsakes.com/


 
  

Five Bessemer Police Department officers graduated from 

the police academy on April 30, marking an important 

milestone in their law-enforcement careers. The City of 

Bessemer congratulates each new officer and welcomes 

them as they begin serving the community. 

The City of Bessemer Fire Department proudly 

congratulates A/O Brett Person on successfully 

passing the National Registry Paramedic exam. 

This outstanding achievement reflects his hard work, 

dedication, and commitment to providing the highest 

level of care to our community. 

 

 Bessemer? 

The Bessemer Police Department held a promotional ceremony at the Bessemer Civic Center, 

recognizing one of the largest groups of promotions in recent years. Officers were honored 

for their service and leadership as the department announced new Sergeants, Lieutenants, and 

a new Captain. Newly promoted Sergeants include Lucas Baswell, Tommy Bolden, Joseph 

Cunningham, Brian Fitts, Byron Jones, Rishea Murry, Christopher Selman, Spence Maples, 

and Justin Burmeister. The new Lieutenants are Dustin Alford, Victor Cullen, Phillip 

Holcombe, Kendra Ward-Young, and Shadrick Williams, and Kenneth Reese was promoted 

to Captain. City leaders praised the group’s dedication and encouraged the community to join 

in celebrating their achievements. 

Bessemer Welcomes New Officers Bessemer Fire Celebrates A/O Person 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leadership Milestone for Bessemer PD 



 
  



 
  



  



  

5904 5th St. S, Lipscomb, AL 35020 

 

(205) 614-1639  

(205) 997-7161 

charliepsfishandwings@gmail.com 

 

Facebook: Charlie P’s Fish & Wings 

TikTok: CharliePsfishwings 

 

Hours of Operation: 

Tues.-Thur. 11a.m.-5p.m. 

Fri 11a.m.-7p.m. 

Sat 11a.m.-5p.m. 

 

Charlie P’s Fish & Wings began with a simple passion: serving fresh, 

flavorful food that brings people together. What started as a dream to 

offer quality fish, wings, and Southern-style comfort dishes has grown 

into a local favorite known for generous portions, great customer 

service, and meals made with care. Charlie P’s takes pride in creating a 

welcoming experience for every guest who walks through their doors, 

staying true to their mission of good food, community, and hospitality. 

 

Charlie P’s offers a wide variety of freshly prepared meals, including 

fried fish, hot wings, chicken tenders, burgers, Philly sandwiches, 

quesadillas, loaded fries, and handmade juices. Their menu features 

generous portions and flavorful combinations that keep customers 

coming back. In addition to daily takeout, Charlie P’s also provides 

catering services for events and gatherings, bringing their signature 

quality and care to any occasion. 

 

Their favorite part of the business is serving the community and seeing 

customers enjoy their food. They love creating a welcoming 

atmosphere where families, friends, and visitors can come together for 

a good meal and a good experience. Building relationships with their 

customers and being an active part of the community means everything 

to them. 

Visit Charlie P’s and tell them that the  

Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce sent you! 

mailto:charliepsfishandwings@gmail.com


 
  



 
 
 
 
  

 

Bessemer Public Library 

Busy Bee Academy Alabama and Splash Adventure 

• Admissions / Guest Relations 

• Lifeguard / Aquatics 

• Slide Attendant / Aquatics 

• Cleaning / Quality Control 

• Security / Quality Control 

• Culinary 

• Retail 

• Ride Operators 

www.AlabamaAdventure.com/jobs 

 

UAB Medical West 

http://www.alabamaadventure.com/jobs


 
  

The time 

has finally come, and we're so 

excited to invite the public back 

in, there are some new additions 

we know you'll love. Bessemer 

Public Library, "Investing in Our 

Future", since  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce 
321 18th Street North, Bessemer, AL 35020 

Phone 205-425-3253, Fax 205.425.4979 
 

STAFF 
LaTasha Williams IOM, President, lacook1@bellsouth.net  

Mary Milan, Administrative & Accounting, bessemerchamber.events@gmail.com 

JaMetria Densmore, Membership/Program Specialist, bessemerchamber.memberserv@gmail.com 

Eric Crosby, Photographer 
 

 

Like Us on Facebook                                                                         Visit www.bessemerchamber.com 

 
 
 
 

 

2026 Ambassadors 

 
Roshanna Vincent – Bessemer Police Dept  

Tamala Briggins - Oak Crest Health & Wellness 

Lori Chisem, Lawson State Community College 

Eric Crosby, GottaHaveIt 

Alisha Ruffin Brown 

Keanna Brewster, Legacy YMCA 

Anthony Edwards, Boy Scouts of America 

Cher Smoot Johnson, The Walk-In Closet 

Quintina Jones, Bessemer Business & Professional Women 

John Letourneau, Holiday Inn Express & Candlewood Suites  

Jamie Oliver, The Gathering Mentoring Networking 

Daryl Owens 

Minnie Roper, Retired  

Christoper Ruffin, Triumph the Church 

Dorian Waluyn, Lawson State Community College 

Anna Wooten, First Financial Bank 

 

 

2026 Board of Directors  
 

Micah Andrews, Chair, The Foundry Ministries 
 

Keith Pennington, Past Chair, UAB Medical West 
 

Charles King, Chair Elect, Regional Paramedics (RAMS) 
 

Dr. Cynthia Anthony, Treasurer, Lawson State Community 

College  
 

Nicole Newell, Finance Chair, J. M. Smucker 
 

Mitch Avery, Retired 

LaShaunda Blair, Alabama Power 

Omar Chapman, Bessemer Public Library 

Cortney Coleman, Bessemer Housing Authority 

Bryonda Collins, Chambers Funeral Home 

Jennifer Dent, AmFirst 

Connie Fuell, Dex Imaging 

Chris Hill, Spire 

Carlton Jackson, Bessemer Fire Department 

Erick Kennedy, Grade A Asset Management 

Henry Mentink, US Pipe and Foundry Co. 

Claire Mitchell, JeffCo Absentee Specialist Bessemer Div. 

Mark Pettway, Jefferson County Sheriff’s Department 

Anthony Pippen, Jefferson County Sheriff’s Department 

Noah Rocker, Fountain of Life Church 

 Michael Talerico, Legacy YMCA 

Michael Turner, Bessemer City Schools 

Makeda Smith, Bessemer Park and Recreation 

 


