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26th Annual Bessemer Business Awards and First Responders Gala 

The Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerceôs 2017 Annual Bessemer 

Business Awards and First Responders Gala will be Thursday, August 3rd at 6:00 pm 

at the Bessemer Civic Center. Help us show our gratitude and honor those who keep 

the peace, protect us and our possessions and save our lives! In tragic situations they 

run to the scene as we run away. On August the third we want to honor these 

individuals who protect and serve.  

The speaker for the evening will be Detective Chris Anderson.  Detective 

Anderson spent 21 years with the Birmingham Police force ð 17 of those years 

working in investigations. Most of those years were spent as a Homicide detective.  

Detective Chris Anderson was a fan favorite on "The First 48" when it filmed in 

Birmingham from 2007-2011. Detective Sergeant Chris Anderson retired from 

police work in May of 2016 and was asked to host his new show "Reasonable 

Doubt" one of Investigation Discovery's top rated shows. Sgt. Anderson uses his 

knowledge and experience in digging for facts in order to help free an innocent 

person or to deliver some very hard news to the loved ones of the convicted.  

#ReasonableDoubt airs on the ID channel at 10 pm EST. 

The evening will include live entertainment, cash bar, silent auction, great 

food and an enjoyable networking environment.  

Tickets are $65 each or a table of 8 for $500.00   Star Sponsorships are 

$2,500 which include 8 tickets to VIP Reception with Detective and Actor Chris 

Anderson, a table of 8 on the front Row, Company name on recipients Plaque, 

Company logo on event tickets, Special centerpiece on table and Company logo on 

all pre and post Advertising.  Silver Sponsorships are $1000.00 which include: 

Company name listed on each award plaque, Receive a table of 8, 1 page ad in the 

program, Company logo on event ticket, Company name listed on pre/post flyers. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Scholarships Awarded 
 

The Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce awards the 2017 Ora H. Foster Community 

Service Scholarship each year to one senior from both Bessemer City High School and 

McAdory High School that are actively involved in the community. 

 

Ms. Taylor Bartlett  

McAdory High School 

 

Ms. Shaquandra Tyler  

Bessemer City High School 
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COMMUNITY NEWS  
 

 

This month's Walk Bessemer with Mayor Gulley 

will take place at Southside Community Park, 

starting at 10 a.m. on Saturday, June 10. 

District Three councilwoman Cynthia Donald will 

host us this month at the park, which is at Berkley 

Avenue and 29th Street South. There will be food, 

games, walking, team rally and prizes. Come out 

and join as we strive for better health in Bessemer. 

Don't forget, Be Active, Be Fit and Be Healthy. 

 

Chamber President Makes Presentation to Our Area Teachers of the Year  

Antwarnikkie Lewis 

Hard Elementary 

            Ms. Heady Davis                        Mr. Quinton Jackson                         Mr. Kenneth Williams                        Ms. Gemetrice Stephens 

       Jonesboro Elementary                     Abrams Elementary                          Greenwood Elementary                         Westhills Elementary                                             

Photo Credit:   The City of Bessemer 

Walk Bessemer 
 

Bessemer Farmers Market Open Thursdays From 4 ï 6:30 PM 
 

Photo Credit:  The City of Bessemer 

Community Health Fair 

Saturday, June 10, 2017 

10 AM 

100 14th Street S, Bessemer 

Call 425-0655 for more information 
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COMMUNITY NEWS  
 

  City to Use Traffic Safety Cameras to Combat Red Light Violations and Speeding 

 

 

 

 

The City of Bessemer will soon begin using traffic safety cameras and related devices to make roadways, school zones and intersections safer 

for travelers and pedestrians. 

The ñBessemer Automated Traffic Safety System Ordinanceò passed on a 5-1 City Council vote on Tuesday, May 16. 

The ordinance enables the city to use traffic safety cameras to combat red light runners, stop sign violators and speeders. 

ñThis is about the safety of our residents, not revenue,ò said Mayor Kenneth Gulley. ñIf you are a Bessemer resident who believes in obeying 

the traffic laws of this city, this ordinance wonôt affect you at all. 

ñBut we recognize that not everyone abides by our traffic laws, so we want to make sure our police department has all the tools it needs to 

reduce traffic violations, such as the running of red lights and stop signs and make our streets, neighborhoods and school zones safer.ò 

The ordinance goes into effect immediately, but several steps will be taken before the cameras are deployed to Bessemerôs roadways. 

First, the Bessemer Police Department will identify roadways and intersections where violations are frequent and where speeding is a concern. 

Those streets will be recommended to the Mayor for traffic safety enforcement. 

The city will then identify a vendor to provide the safety cameras and automated devices. Signs will be posted where the devices are 

eventually located, notifying drivers of on-going traffic safety camera enforcement. 

Mayor Gulley said the city will seek mobile equipment which the police department can deploy to intersections and roadways in response to 

complaints from residents. Traffic camera violations will be civil violations and the ordinance sets forth the fine structure. 

 

 

Save the Date! 

Jazz in the Park 
concert series 

 
August 20, 2017 

Debardeleben Park 

Performers this year will be 

Daniel "Jose" Carr and On 

Purpose, featuring Dwight 

Houston.  

This free event will start at 6 pm.  

Get your lawn chairs ready for 

a fun afternoon of  jazz under 

the shade trees in Bessemer. 
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Bessemerôs National Day of Prayer Program 

National Day of Prayer is an annual event that is celebrated on the first Thursday in the month of May. Originally designated by the U.S. 

Congress, the purpose of the day is to have American citizens "turn to God in prayer and meditation." The mission is "to mobilize prayer in 

America and to encourage personal repentance and righteousness in culture." -  The City of Bessemerôs National Day of Prayer was held at 

Perfecting Reconciliation Church pastored by Reverend George Blanks.  Local ministers and elected officials gathered to pray for our nation, 

churches, schools, first responders and civic and elected officials.  The speaker for this event was Emmanuel Davis, Pastor of Old Jonesboro 

Baptist Church.  
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Community Service: Top 10 Reasons to Volunteer 

Thinking of becoming a volunteer? See a list of reasons that will help you make up your mind. 

 

#10: It's good for you. 

Volunteering provides physical and mental rewards. It: 

¶ Reduces stress: Experts report that when you focus on someone other than yourself, it interrupts usual tension-

producing patterns. 

¶ Makes you healthier: Moods and emotions, like optimism, joy, and control over one's fate, strengthen the immune 

system. 

 

#9: It saves resources. 

Volunteering provides valuable community services so more money can be spent on local improvements. 

 

#8: Volunteers gain professional experience. 

You can test out a career. 

 

#7: It brings people together. 

As a volunteer you assist in: 

¶ Uniting people from diverse backgrounds to work toward a common goal 

¶ Building camaraderie and teamwork 

 

#6: It promotes personal growth and self-esteem. 

Understanding community needs helps foster empathy and self-efficacy. 

 

#5: Volunteering strengthens your community. 

As a volunteer you help: 

¶ Support families (daycare and eldercare) 

¶ Improve schools (tutoring, literacy) 

¶ Support youth (mentoring and after-school programs) 

¶ Beautify the community (beach and park cleanups) 

 

#4: You learn a lot. 

Volunteers learn things like these: 

¶ Self: Volunteers discover hidden talents that may change your view on your self-worth. 

¶ Government: Through working with local non-profit agencies, volunteers learn about the functions and operation of 

our government. 

¶ Community:  Volunteers gain knowledge of local resources available to solve community needs. 

 

#3: You get a chance to give back. 

People like to support community resources that they use themselves or that benefit people they care about. 

 

#2: Volunteering encourages civic responsibility. 

Community service and volunteerism are an investment in our community and the people who live in it. 

 

#1: You make a difference. 
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Kingdom Kidz Early Learning Center celebrated 

their Grand Opening with a Ribbon Cutting on 

Sunday, May 21, 2017.  Kingdom Kidz is located at 

610 A Ninth Avenue, Bessemer. Welcome to 

Bessemer! 

 

Bessemer Fire Chief Paul Syx Retires  

Chief Syx retired at the end of May as Fire Chief in Bessemer. He began with the department in 1986 and became the chief in 1999 and served 

a total of 31 years with the City.  During his tenure as Chief, much progress has been made in the department, including a Class 1 ISO rating 

that helped to lower insurance costs and attract new businesses to the City.  Bessemer was the first municipal department in the county to 

achieve the rating. 

We wish Chief Syx many happy years of retirement. 

 


