
 

 

 

 

 

 

      

        

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

Celebrating 97 Years                    1922   2019 
 

                                                  JANUARY – MARCH  2019 

 

- 

We Are Planning for 1,000 in Attendance For the 5th Annual Taste of Bessemer and Business Expo 
 

The Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce is excited to announce that the 5th Annual Taste of Bessemer and Business 

Expo is scheduled for Thursday, April 11th from 4-8 pm at the Bessemer Civic Center.   In 2018 over 750 were in 

attendance.  We are planning for 1000 this year.  This is one of Bessemer’s fun and enjoyable annual events.    

There are some great things in store for the Vendors and the participants.   

This year we’ve added cooking segments to the event.  We have four chefs that will demonstrate one of their favorite 

recipes.   Those chamber members that will be demonstrating are Chef Julia May, Homestyle Kitchen and Catering;   

Jason and Jamal Brown, 1918 Catering;  Bright Star Restaurant, Chef Austin Davis and Lawson State Community 

College, Chef Adam Elliott.    

We are also introducing a People’s Choice Award.  This award, that will be chosen by the attendees, will be presented 

to both a business and a food vendor.    

Vendor space and tickets are limited so sign up today as a food or business vendor. Purchase your tickets and come 

enjoy food, networking, music, and giveaways.   We will see you at the Bessemer Civic Center on April 11th.  

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

bessemerchamber.com JAN-MAR 2019 
 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAMBER NEWS – 97th ANNUAL MEETING 
 

 

The 2019 Bessemer Magazine is available at 

the Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce at 

321 N. 18th St., Bessemer. Stop by and pick 

up a copy.  
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CHAMBER NEWS – 97th ANNUAL MEETING 
 
 

 
 

The 97th Annual Meeting for the Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce was held on January on Thursday, January 24th at the Bessemer Civic 

Center. Over 350 guest attended the meeting. Connie Fuell, Dex Imaging, 2018 Chairman of the Board, graciously passed the gavel to Reggie 

Mays, United Prothestics and Orthotics, 2019 Chairman of the Board.  Fuell reviewed the progress of 2018 as she elaborated on her theme “Go 

With Us Grow With Us.  There is no doubt that there was an excess amount of growth and unity last year.   Mays commended Fuell on the 

progress in 2018 and assured the audience that 2019 will be no different.  Mays theme is “Working Together Works”.  Mays promised the 

members a year of enhanced membership value, unity  and a fun year.  The Keynote speaker was Mr. Jeremy Authur, Chamber of Commerce 

Association of Alabama. Arthur  did a great job engaging the audience as he informed the attendees of the history and importance of a Chamber 

of Commerce.  Attendees were surprised to learn that the Bessemer Chamber is one of the first chambers started and is listed on the plaque is 

Washington D.C.    

The highlight every year that keeps the guest on the edge of their seats is seeing who will be the recipient of the Charles A. Long Outstanding 

Civic Award.   This year marks the 55th  year of the award.   Dr. Perry Ward kept the audience in suspense as he made the presentation of the 2019 

recipient.   It was with a huge round of applause, that the audience joined in congratulating the 2019 Charles A. Long Award recipient, Mrs. 

Claire Mitchell.   

The Annual meeting is the beginning of a great year and we look forward to working together to make the Chamber of Commerce and the entire 

City of Bessemer a city where we all are  proud to work and do business.   

2019 Charles A. Long Outstanding Civic Award Recipient - Claire Mitchell 

The 2019 Recipient has been a pillar in the political and business communities; one who has strong ties to Bessemer as a business owner. Claire 

Mitchell is a member of numerous organizations and has worked diligently to help improve the community by volunteering in the school system 

and various organizations. She chairs several committees and ministries at Old Jonesboro Baptist church. Many consider her to be a respected 

leader with extraordinary commitment to the advancement of the community. She’s a torchbearer that lights the way for the youth that they 

mentor in the area. She has played an integral part in many political campaigns locally, statewide, and nationally; never asking for the limelight. 

Her motto is “Let the work I’ve done speak for me”. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

  

      

   

Charles A. Long was a devoted business and civic leader whose inspiration and guidance was of 

tremendous influence during and after his long years of leadership and service to Bessemer. The 

Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce annually presents the prestigious Charles A. Long, Sr. 

Outstanding Civic Award to a deserving recipient who has served the community in the tradition 

of Mr. Long. Any living man or woman who has provided leadership and service to the business 

and civic interests of Bessemer is eligible for nomination.  
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CHARLES A LONG OUTSTANDING CIVIC AWARD 

Our recipient was born in the early 40’s and attended Birmingham City Schools. After completing the neighborhood elementary school, she 

entered high school and excelled. She was a member one of the most prestigious High School bands that produce some of the greatest 

musicians from this area. She grew up in a house as an only child, with their father living in a different state. Our recipient was given the 

determination to be self-driven; and is a very confident person who saw no barriers. Immediately after finishing High School, she entered the 

work force and began to perfect her trade. she continued education and eventually earned a Doctorate’s Degree in their area. Our honoree 

married into a home with three boys.  Through this union their daughter was born, which was the twinkle in their eye. From here, our recipient, 

started their life as a Bessemer resident and began their service to the Bessemer area.  she grew to love Bessemer and has remained here for 

over 45 years.  Claire eventually opened her own business on Ninth Avenue where she helped young men and women with their technical skills 

to enter the job market and become gainfully employed. It is in Bessemer where she began working in several successful political campaigns, 

some of which were her own. Claire was appointed to the State Board of Cosmetology, and later was appointed, then elected to a full term, to 

the Bessemer Board of Education.  

Claire has held leadership roles with the March of Dimes, American Cancer Association, the Alabama Democratic Conference, Jefferson 

County Democratic Association, Bessemer Concerned Citizens, Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce, and Business and Professional Women 

of Alabama. 

She is well known throughout the state of Alabama for their business and community involvement and support. She stood beside the first 

African American City Councilor at Large, and later, Mayor for the City of Bessemer…and this reminds me, that their spouse was a 2005 

recipient of this prestigious award. She is a loving wife, mother, grandmother, and friend to many. Please join me as we honor, Dr. Claire B. 

Mitchell as this year’s recipient of the 2019 Charles A. Long Award. 

 

From Left fo Right    

Dr. Perry Ward (2017), Keith Pennington (2015), Anthony Underwood (2006), Claire Mitchell (2019), Quitman Mitchell (2005),  

Joni Holt (2012), Sarah Beasley (2013), Jane Mulkin (1991), Jim Ed Mulkin (2018), Ronald Acker (2014) 

 



 

 

   

 

                                 

 

                         

 

 

 

 

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Judy Mathis              Keith Pennington        Dr. Keith Stewart            Randy Tate               Deaunka L. Webster      Bryonda Collins             Pete Winslett    

        Moore Coal Co.            Medical West          Bessemer Bd. of Educ.  Comfort Care Home Health       AAA Alabama         Chambers Funeral          The File Depot 

 

Ambassadors are the key resource in extending hospitality in the Bessemer area and are experienced in business, community, and promotional 

arenas. 
 

An Ambassador must serve as an active public relations arm of the Chamber and be prepared to meet visitors, local businesses, and various 

forms of the media.  
   

We encourage you join the ambassador program.   The ambassadors meet on the 1st Tuesday of each month at 8:30am at the Bessemer Area 

Chamber of Commerce.  
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

 

AMBASSADORS 
 

 Sitting – Left to Right 

Cathy Ackerman (First Financial Bank), Lori Chisem 

(Lawson State Community College), Sarah Belcher (Retired), 

Connie Full (Dex Imaging / 2018 Board Chairman), Sarah 

Beasle ( Joe Beasley Memorial Foundation, Inc) 

 

Standing – Left to Right 

Claire Mitchell (Individual), Teco Stephens (3 Way Cleaning 

Company), Dorian Waluyn (Lawson State Community 

College), Tamala Briggins (Oak Trace Care & Rehabilitation), 

Erin Cooney (Holt Insurance Agency), Anna Wooten (First 

Financial Bank), Lula Walter (City of Bessemer), Daryl 

Owens 

 

Not pictured 

Andie Sloan, Comfort Care Home Health 

 

 

 

 

 

___________ 

 

 

 

 

 

           Reggie Mays                          Charles King                        Connie Fuell                    Carlton Jackson                     Mitch Avery 
United Prosthetics & Orthotics      Regional Paramedical Services               Dex Imaging                            Edge Realty           Spire 

              Chairman                              Chairman Elect                        Past Chairman                           Treasurer                           Finance Chairman 

    Cynthia Anthony           Natalie Bailey             Laurence Baird              Nate Coleman              Adriene Crane              Tabitha Dudley             Jeffrey Gibbs 

       Lawson State             Alabama Power     Oak Trace Care & Rehab.    Dollar General              Buffalo Rock               Legacy YMCA       United Johnson Bros.             

   

Your Chamber Leadership Team 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Member-To-Member Discount Program encourages Chamber members and their employees to prefer other Chamber 

members when making buying decisions.  The program entitles our members many valuable discounts at participating 

member businesses. The Program is a great way to attract customers, build relationships with customers, save money and 

strengthen our local economy. 
 

The Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce will promote this program and your discount at every opportunity, including 

monthly membership mailings, email blast, e-newsletter, new- member packets and on our website. The Chamber will issue 

either Member-To-Member Discount cards or online coupons to all members. 

 

____ Yes      I Would like to participate in the M2M Discount Program 

Company Name: _______________________________________________________________________  

Contact: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:  ________________________________________   Fax: _________________________________  

Email:  _____________________________________ Website: __________________________________  

Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________________________ Zip: _______________________________ 

 

Member Discount offering: ______________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Begin date: ____________________________________      End date: ________________________  

 

By signing this form you agree to participate in the Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce M2M discount program that will 

benefit (ONLY) current members of the Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce 

 

Signature: ___________________________________________________   date: __________________ 

   



 

 



 

 

                   

      

     

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CITY NEWS 
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Bessemer City Mayor Kenneth E. Gulley State of the City Address 

Mayor Kenneth Gulley delivered the State of the City of Bessemer Address before a packed house on Monday, January 29 th at the Bessemer 

Civic Center.  Mayor Gulley spoke on a wide range of topics ranging from infrastructure improvements in the city, to crime-fighting efforts to 

economic and business development.  He also discussed initiatives aimed at curbing juvenile delinquency and discussed working with agencies 

such as the Bessemer Housing Authority on a project to increase home ownership and repurpose vacant lots in the city. 

 

The City of Bessemer recently announced plans to construct it’s first-ever 

Community Safe Room and Emergency Operations Center 911 Shelter. 

Construction on the project has begun at the Bessemer Police Department’s 

Emergency Operations Center at 651 Ninth Avenue SW. 

 

A new business has opened in Bessemer's Historic Downtown 

District.  Me Me's Coffee and Deli at 415 19th Street North.  

Please go and support this Bessemer Chamber Member and New 

Business Owner.   



 

 

          

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

  

WORKING TOGETHER WORKS 
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The 2019 Board of Directors, Staff and Ambassadors Strategic Planning Session was a huge success.  2019 is going to be an awesome year.  We 

have new things in store for our members and community partners.  "Working Together Works".  Continue to visit our Facebook page, website 

and your email for new events and programs as we work to better serve our chamber members.  

Working Together Works…Adding Value for the Membership…2019 Strategic Planning Meeting   

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

   

 

 

                                    
 

 

 

 

 

 

GOLD SPONSORS 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SILVER SPONSORS 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

SMALL BUSINESS PARTNERS 
 

America’s First Federal Credit Union 

Chambers Funeral Home 

Comfort Care Home Health & Hospice 
Engineering Environmental Forestry Service 

Julie Bell, Agent – State Farm Insurance 

Koch Family Entertainment dba Alabama Splash Adventure 

Legacy YMCA 

Paden & Paden, PC 

Regional Paramedical Services 

The UPS Store 

William Parsons CPA 
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2019 Sponsors 
 

 

 

 

District Attorney 

Lynniece Washington 
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2019 Corporate Sponsorship Investment 
 

 
 Diamond  SPONSORSHIP   $10,000.00 

97th Annual Meeting – Primary Seating of 8 

Sponsor of Community Service Scholarship  

28th Annual Bessemer Business Awards and First Responders Gala – Primary Seating of 8 

1 full page ad on the back cover of the 2020 Bessemer Magazine 

1 page Story in the 2020 Bessemer Magazine 

Title Sponsor for the Golf Tournament or Membership Event  

Plan a Business After Hours on your behalf  (Not to exceed $750)  

Up to $400 credit toward annual membership dues 

Spotlight in Chamber Newsletter The Communique 

2 Full page ads in Chamber’s Communiqué 

Company Logo with website link on Chamber website 

Logo recognition at all major events 

Chamber listing for up to 3 company representatives 

Sponsor for City of Bessemer Christmas Parade (includes one entry in parade and listing on promotional materials) 

Pre/Post event advertising  

Platinum SPONSORSHIP $7,500.00 
97th Annual Meeting - Table of 8 

28h Annual Bessemer Business Awards and First Responders Gala – Table of 8 

1 full page ad in the 2020 Bessemer Magazine [Inside Front Cover]  

½ page story in the 2020 Bessemer Magazine  

Premiere Sponsor for the Golf Tournament or Membership Event  

Plan a business after hours on your behalf   (Not to exceed $500)  

Up to $400 credit toward annual membership dues 

1 page ad in Chamber’s Communiqué  

Company Logo with website link on Chamber website 

Chamber listing for up to 3 company representatives 

Sponsor for City of Bessemer Christmas Parade (includes one entry in parade and listing on promotional materials) 

Pre/Post event advertising  

Gold  SPONSORSHIP      $5,000.00 
97th Annual Meeting - Table of 8 

28th Annual Bessemer Business Awards and First Responders Gala – Table of 8 

1 full page ad in the 2020 Bessemer Magazine (preferred spot)  

¼ page Story in the 2020 Bessemer Magazine  

Silver Sponsor for Golf “FORE” Progress  

Plan a business after hours on your behalf (Not to exceed $250)  

Up to $400 credit toward annual membership dues 

½ page ad in chamber Communiqué  

Company Logo with website link on Chamber website 

Chamber listing for up to 3 company representatives 

Pre/Post event advertising  

Silver  SPONSORSHIP     $3,000.00 

97th Annual Meeting - Table of 8 

28th Annual Bessemer Business Awards and First Responders Gala – 2 tickets 

1/6 page ad in 2020 Bessemer Magazine  

Golf “FORE” Progress Golf Tournament (Team of 4 and Name/Logo on all promotional material) 

¼ page ad in Chamber Communique newsletter  

Company Logo with website link on Chamber website 

Chamber listing for up to 3 company representatives 

Pre/Post event advertising  

Small Business Partner SPONSORSHIP   $1,000.00 

97th Annual Meeting (4 tickets) with option to upgrade 

Business card ad in the 2020 Bessemer Magazine 

Golf “FORE” Progress Golf Tournament-Hole Sponsorship 

Business Card ad in one issue of the Communique newsletter 

Chamber listing for up to 2 company representatives 

Pre/Post event advertising  

 

2019  
Sponsorship 

Opportunities 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

    

PROMOTIONAL ITEMS IN STOCK  

 

 

 

 

Golf Umbrella  $25 
 

T-shirt / polo  $25 
 

Camp Chair   $20 
 

Beach Towel  $20 
 

Tote Umbrella  $20 
  

   Insulated Tote  $15 
 

Stainless Steel Cups  $15 
 

Large Water Bottle $10 

 

Hat     $10 
     

Wine glass   $  5 
 

Tumbler    $  5 
 

Shot Glass   $  5 
 

Pride Car Tag  $  5 
 

Coffee mug   $  4 

 
 

 

Stop by and pick up your items at 321 18th Street North, Bessemer 
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Looking For Promotional Items? 
You Can Purchase Them at the Chamber 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  


