
 

 

 

                                                           

 

 

     

“Healthcare and Heroes Day in the Park” Was a Tremendous Success! 
 

The Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce hosted its first “Healthcare and Heroes Day in the Park” on Thursday, 

June 25th from 11am to 3pm at Debardeleben Park in Downtown Bessemer! Over 150 first responders and 

healthcare workers  were able to come out and enjoy food, door prizes, live entertainment by DJ Mac Taylor with 

1 Time Entertainment and visit sponsor vendor booths! While the coronavirus pandemic has upended life for 

nearly everyone, healthcare workers and first responders have had to face more risks than most. We wanted to 

show appreciation for all those who are putting their lives on the line for the sake of our community. We  are 

grateful to those who help us and sacrifice their lives to help another in their time of need. We always gain by 

giving but remembering to be grateful to those that incur sacrifice on our behalf is always worthy of thankfulness. 

This event was made possible due to the investments of our sponsors, to whom we say, THANK YOU: Dex 

Imaging, Medical West, Alabama Power, Jefferson County Sheriff’s Department, Marco’s Pizza, Chambers 

Funeral Home, Regional Paramedical Services, State Farm – Julie Bell, Comfort Health Care, and Bessemer Elks 

Lodge #721.  

 

Thanks to our supporting Gold Sponsors as well: Holt Insurance, Bessemer Utilities, Lawson State Community 

College, Medical West, and United Prosthetics and Orthotics. Hats off to Mr. Charles King and the entire 

membership of Bessemer Elks Lodge #721 for their generosity in helping to prepare the food and volunteer their 

time!  To all of our HEROES (Fire, Police, Paramedics, Sheriffs, Doctors and all Healthcare Workers), we salute 

and thank you! See you next year in the park! 
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CHAMBER EVENT 

The Bessemer Recreation Center, the Bessemer Civic Center and the banquet facility at the Frank 

House Golf Course will remain temporarily closed due to COVID-19 concerns. The Mayor and 

City Council elected to keep the facilities closed as COVID-19 cases continue to subside in the 

county and state.  
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CHAMBER EVENT 

 
“Ziti in the City” BACOC Fundraiser 

 
The Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors hosted the “Ziti in the City” lunch fundraiser on Wednesday, 

June 10th from 11-2pm at the Bessemer Elks Club.  The Bessemer Chamber would like to express our sincere gratitude 

to the Bessemer Elks Lodge #721 for partnering with us.  Proceeds from the Ziti luncheon will be used to support the 

Bessemer community. Thank you again, Bessemer Chamber Ambassadors, Bessemer Businesses and Bessemer Elks 

Lodge #721 for your support.  Be on the lookout for the next lunch fundraiser! 

 
 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE THAT SUPPORTED  

“ZITI IN THE CITY”! 
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   Antoinette Madison              Keith Pennington               Sheriff Mark Pettway     Paul Teasley               LaVada Varner          Pete Winslett         

      Alabama Power                    Medical West      Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office    Buffalo Rock          Alabama Technology Center       The File Depot                  

 

 

Ambassadors are the key resource in extending hospitality in the Bessemer area and are experienced in business, community, and promotional 

arenas. 
 

An Ambassador must serve as an active public relations arm of the Chamber and be prepared to meet visitors, local businesses, and various 

forms of the media.  
   

We encourage you join the ambassador program.   The ambassadors meet on the 1st Tuesday of each month at 8:30am at the Bessemer Area 

Chamber of Commerce.  

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

AMBASSADORS 
 

 Sitting – Left to Right 

Sarah Beasley (Joe Beasley Memorial Foundation, Inc), Lori 

Chisem (Lawson State Community College), Minnie Roper 

(Retired), Anna Wooten (First Financial Bank) 
 

Standing – Left to Right 

Dorian Waluyn (Lawson State Community College), Danielle 

Matthews (Matthews & Associates), Denise Jackson (New 

Jerusalem Baptist Church), Tamala Briggins (Oak Trace Care 

& Rehabilitation), Cathy Ackerman (First Financial Bank), 

Daryl Owens (New Jerusalem Baptist Church) 
 

Not pictured 

Sarah Belcher (Retired), Claire Mitchell (Retired), Andie 

Sloan (Comfort Care Home Health), Donna King (D & K 

Lawncare 

 

 

 

 

 

___________ 

 

 

 

 

 

      Charles King               Carlton Jackson                    Reggie Mays                Mitch Avery          Connie Fuell           Dr. Cynthia Anthony 
Regional Paramedical Services       Bessemer Fire Dept.             United Prosthetics & Orthotics          Spire               Dex Imaging              Lawson State 
         Chairman                       Chairman Elect                         Past Chairman                         Treasurer                   Finance Chairman 

      Laurence Baird                     Ashley Brazel                  Reginald Calvert                     Bryonda Collins                 Tabitha Dudley        Deaunka LeBeauf-Webster     

Oak Trace Care & Rehab Ctr.                       BB&T           New Jerusalem Bapt. Church       Chambers Funeral Home           Legacy YMCA                 AAA 

 

Your Chamber Leadership Team 



 

 

Bessemer City High School Parents and Louise Alexander Hosted a 2020 Senior Graduation 

Parade on Friday, May 22, 2020 at 5:30 pm. 
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COMMUNITY EVENT 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO BESSEMER CITY HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2020! 

Welcome to Bessemer, Mr. Riley! 

Please help us welcome the new principal of Bessemer City High School, Mr. 

Luther Riley! Luther Riley is a Mississippi Native and is distinguished in 

numerous areas. Luther has over twenty years of experience in middle, secondary 

and post-secondary education. Luther’s career in education began at Province 

High School in Jackson, MS as a high school history teacher. After more than 10 

years, Luther would go on to Coach Division I Basketball at Alcorn State 

University in 2011. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alabama's 15th annual sales tax holiday for school-related items begins at 12:01 a.m. 

Friday, July 17, 2020, and ends at midnight Sunday, July 19, 2020, giving shoppers the 

opportunity to purchase certain school supplies, computers, books and clothing free of the 

state's four percent sales or use tax. 
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CITY/COMMUNITY EVENTS 

Alabama Superintendent Eric Mackey and state leaders 
announced their plans for reopening schools for the 2020-

2021 year. 
Mackey says as the state looks forward to the 2020-2021 
school year, we know many challenges lie ahead, but it is 

the intention of the Alabama State Department of 
Education (ALSDE) that all schools reopen this fall under 

the following guiding principles. 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://alabamaretail.org/resources/salestaxholidays/back-to-school/&psig=AOvVaw28mvynDQFdYmZiNmULSE-Z&ust=1593286334624000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJik8KKcoOoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAI
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

Market at Pepper Place and Chef Clayton Sherrod Raise Funds for Lawson State Culinary Arts Program 

As part of its Chef of the Week program this week, the Market at Pepper Place will be spotlighting well-known local Chef Clayton 

Sherrod, and helping to raise funds for the Culinary Arts Program at Lawson State Community College. For this week-long 

fundraiser, Chef Sherrod will offer two dishes: Cajun Shrimp with Holy Trinity (bell pepper, celery and onion), Wilsonville, AL 

Stone-Ground Grits, Crispy Kale with Freshly Shaved Parmesan, and Cajun Seasoned Breadcrisps ($15 each); and Chilton County 

Peach Cobbler topped with Moonshine Lemonade Ice Cream Sauce ($8 each). The "to-go" dishes are single-serving size, and 

available for pre-order/pre-pay only through the Market's online shop, Monday 9am- Thursday 6pm. Customers can pick up their 

orders at the contactless Drive-Thru Market anytime Saturday morning, July 11, between 7am-noon. Proceeds will be donated to the 

Lawson State Culinary Arts Program, to provide assistance for needed items and support. In the Market's online shop, there are also 

options to give directly to the Lawson State Culinary Arts Program. 

For more information and the opportunity to donate to Lawson State, visit:  https://shop.pepperplacemarket.com/product-

category/items/chef-clayton-sherrod-benefit/ 

 

Kenneth E. Coleman Has Been Named President and CEO of the Birmingham 

Business Alliance (BBA), the Region’s Leading Economic Development Organization 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

“I am excited to lead the Birmingham Business Alliance at such a pivotal time,” said Coleman. “The partnerships we strengthen, 

the jobs we help create and the support we provide to all businesses moving forward will shape Birmingham’s future as a leading 

metropolitan area. I look forward to working closely with the public and private sector – old friends and new - to make that happen.” 
 

   Coleman’s early career was spent in Birmingham, first playing professional baseball with the Birmingham Barons and 

later working in business development for the Metropolitan Development Board, a predecessor organization to the BBA. He started 

with Southern Company in 1999 and held numerous senior executive roles during his time with the company. Among his many 

accomplishments, Coleman points to positioning Georgia Power as a leader in solar generation; developing a successful Smart 

Cities partnership between Georgia Power and the City of Atlanta; and serving as chairman of a $1 billion community-wide 

economic development program in Montgomery, which led to more than 10,000 new jobs and over $2 billion in new capital 

investment. 
 

   He received a bachelor’s degree in communications from the University of New Haven, in New Haven, Connecticut and a Master 

   of Business Administration degree from the University of Alabama. He is married to Dr. Prentiss Coleman and they have two sons, 

   Kamden and Kyle. “Kenny will be able to hit the ground running as he is well known to many people in the region and is a proven  

   leader” said Jim Gorrie, CEO of Brasfield & Gorrie LLC and 2020 BBA Chairman. Coleman joins the BBA as the economic  

   development organization is developing its four-year strategic plan to drive growth in the seven-county region. This process was  

   spearheaded by BBA’s interim president and CEO Fred McCallum, who joined the organization in March 2019 and will help  

   Coleman transition into his new position.   “Fred has done a tremendous job leading the BBA and the Board of Directors can’t thank  

   him enough for all his hard work,” said Gorrie. “He has built a solid foundation in a short amount of time that will allow Kenny and  

   the BBA to accelerate efforts to build a more prosperous region.” 
 

Hiring Coleman is the culmination of a six-month search process that was led by Mark Tarr, president and CEO of Encompass  

Health and a member of the BBA Executive Committee. “Kenny stood out from what was a sizable list of very qualified candidates  

interested in leading the BBA,” said Tarr. “His track record of success, experience in a number of different markets, along with a  

familiarity of Birmingham made him the top pick to lead the BBA at such a critical time.” 

 

Coleman will be responsible for developing collaborative efforts between the BBA and its community 

partners to lead economic growth and expansion for the seven-county region, in addition to the day-to-day 

operations of the organization. He will begin his new role in Birmingham on July 20. Coleman is currently 

interim president and CEO for the DeKalb Chamber of Commerce in Metro Atlanta. His 25-year, senior-

executive career – mostly with Southern Company and its subsidiaries Georgia Power, Alabama Power, 

Mississippi Power and Southern Company Gas – has yielded significant accomplishments in stakeholder 

engagement, regulatory and legislative affairs, public policy, brand identity and economic development. 
 

 



 

 

10 New Hangars at Bessemer Municipal Airport 
 

The Bessemer Airport Authority is happy to announce the completion of their new 14, 220 square foot General Aviation 

hangar. The hanger will house ten individual T-hangars providing state of the art, secure aircraft storage. The hangars 

further demonstrate the business-friendly environment being nurtured by the Bessemer Municipal Airport and the City of 

Bessemer, Alabama.  This project is the direct result of the tireless and multifaceted efforts of Ms. Jordan and Mr. Johnson 

in an effort to enhance and improve the Bessemer Municipal Airport.  
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CITY/COMMUNITY EVENTS 

The Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce would like to welcome Jackson’s 

Bait Shop to the city of Bessemer! A ribbon cutting ceremony was held on 

June 16th, 2020! They are located at 729 9th St. N., Bessemer, AL 35020. 

 
  

Welcome to Bessemer! 
 



 

 

 

 

 

                                    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOLD SPONSORS 

 
 

 

 

 

 
SILVER SPONSORS 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SMALL BUSINESS PARTNERS 
 

America’s First Federal Credit Union 

Chambers Funeral Home 

Comfort Care Home Health & Hospice 
Julie Bell, Agent – State Farm Insurance 

Legacy YMCA 

Regional Paramedical Services 

William Parsons CPA 

2020 Sponsors 
 

 

 

District Attorney 

Lynneice Washington 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

 


