
 

 

 

                                                           

 

 

   Bessemer Chamber’s 2021 Bessemer Magazine 

We are immensely proud of the hard work that has been put into making this year’s magazine, one that will fully and positively 

represent the Bessemer Area.    

The Bessemer Chamber of Commerce theme is 

“Working Together Works”.   This message is displayed 

on the front copy of this year’s magazine.   Unity is 

important when you have multiple leaders involved in a 

community.  WE MUST ALL work together for the 

common goal which is to ensure that Bessemer will 

reach her full potential.  Pictured on the cover is the head 

of the Marvel City, the honorable Mayor Kenneth 

Gulley; the business community representative, 

Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce President, 

LaTasha Williams; the Bessemer education 

representative, Superintendent Dr. Autumn Jeter; and 

our faith-based community leaders, Dr. Reginald W. 

Calvert, pastor of New Jerusalem Missionary Baptist 

Church and Reverend George Matthews II, pastor of 

New Life Interfaith Ministries.    

The Bessemer Magazine is filled with the chamber 

membership directory and interesting articles that 

highlight our area as an attractive and progressive place 

to live, work, shop and visit.   These articles and ads 

unite, inform, and promote the Bessemer area and 

welcome newcomers to the area.  

 

This magazine is a great marketing tool for your 

business and the entire Bessemer area!  

 

The Bessemer Magazine is the only magazine in the 

area.  Over 2,000 copies of the magazine are distributed 

to all area hotels, churches, various business locations, 

area conferences, and family/class reunions.  The 

magazine is mailed to all tourist and newcomers seeking 

information on our area.  

 

Go to www.bessemerchamber.com to view the new magazine.  Share the pdf file with your office staff, customers, etc. 

 

We are already working on the 2022 Magazine that will honor the Bessemer Chamber’s centennial celebration.   Make 

sure you plan to advertise in Bessemer’s only marketing tool - The Bessemer Magazine. 

Celebrating 99 Years                1922   2021 
                                 JANUARY – FEBRUARY 2021  
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Bessemer Came Together to Support Neighboring City 
 

The Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce partnered with the City of Bessemer, the 

Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office, and District Attorney Lynneice Washington to 

organize a donation drive for the individuals and families in Fultondale affected by 

tornadoes in late January. Between February 1st and 12th, city entities, local 

businesses, churches, and Bessemer residents dropped off their donations, that 

included personal hygiene items, gift cards and food at the Bessemer Chamber. The 

following week the chamber delivered three full truckloads to Fultondale residents! 

Thank you to those who took the time to bring in donations and assist with transport 

and delivery of all donations; working together truly does work!  
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CHAMBER NEWS 



 

 

PPP Loan Information 
 

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Small Business Administration, 

in consultation with the U.S. Treasury Department, will re-

open the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan portal to 

PPP-eligible lenders with $1 billion or less in assets for First 

and Second Draw applications on Friday, January 15, 2021 

at 9 am ET. The portal will fully open on Tuesday, January 

19, 2021 to all participating PPP lenders to submit First 

and Second Draw loan applications to SBA.  

 
Earlier in the week, SBA granted dedicated PPP access to 

Community Financial Institutions (CFIs) which include 

Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFIs), Minority Depository Institutions (MDIs), Certified 

Development Companies (CDCs), and Microloan Intermediaries as part of the agency’s ongoing efforts to reach 

underserved and minority small businesses. The SBA will continue its emphasis on reaching smaller lenders and 

businesses by opening to approximately 5,000 more lenders, including community banks, credit unions, and farm credit 

institutions. Moreover, the agency also plans to have dedicated service hours for these smaller lenders after the portal fully 

re-opens next week. 

 
“A second round of PPP could not have come at a better time, and the SBA is making every effort to ensure small 

businesses have the emergency financial support they need to continuing weathering this time of uncertainty,” said SBA 

Administrator Jovita Carranza. “SBA has worked expeditiously to ensure our policies and systems are re-launched so that 

this vital small business aid helps communities hardest hit by the pandemic. I strongly encourage America’s entrepreneurs 

needing financial assistance to apply for a First or Second Draw PPP loan.” 

 
“We are pleased to have opened PPP loans to CDFIs, MDIs, CDCs, and Microloan Intermediaries. The PPP is already 

providing America’s small businesses hardest hit by the pandemic with vital economic relief,” said Secretary of the 

Treasury Steven T. Mnuchin. “As the Program re-opens for all First and Second Draw borrowers next week, the PPP will 

allow small businesses to keep workers on payroll and connected to their health insurance.” First Draw PPP Loans are for 

those borrowers who have not received a PPP loan before August 8, 2020. The first round of the PPP, which ran from 

March to August 2020, was a historic success helping 5.2 million small businesses keep 51 million American workers 

employed.  

 
Second Draw PPP Loans are for eligible small businesses with 300 employees or less, that previously received a First 

Draw PPP Loan and will use or have used the full amount only for authorized uses, and that can demonstrate at least a 

25% reduction in gross receipts between comparable quarters in 2019 and 2020. The maximum amount of a Second Draw 

PPP loan is $2 million. Updated PPP Lender forms, guidance, and resources are available at www.sba.gov/ppp and 

www.treasury.gov/cares.  

 
About the U.S. Small Business Administration: 

The U.S. Small Business Administration makes the American dream of business ownership a reality. As the only go-to 

resource and voice for small businesses backed by the strength of the federal government, the SBA empowers 

entrepreneurs and small business owners with the resources and support they need to start, grow or expand their businesses, 

or recover from a declared disaster. It delivers services through an extensive network of SBA field offices and partnerships 

with public and private organizations. To learn more, visit www.sba.gov. 
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sba.gov%2Fppp%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2_-5LzmuH_gPRWd17VeH7BENlMeOijUMNDoD5zTsiG4MOUzZ2P25bwhMw&h=AT1xBDg4gzmsLIuKAy_aHMms0I_5cK8GP4LiY1YB_awgpeRT7O5H45kTbsWRLJ4DWbcR0D4vnzI-TlLERIr2j7eLnkJfrahzXFNv3nE9689hvekr-t1NGz2RLojrNHfpIhM-4KjtZNHp-N5dhQ&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1o0gbHvvxGUVJGLbgYmcCvfN6UUTcM-Nf5kORSemLSZo-KOcWTNRfdx-HpzCG4fWxx2XEzHm_kzeHb5NfgAGtkQOPc5e35vSHdvfSZH4wVZTW_gzKjPs8uGLJQT9n4-mjSvzVR8emZeEbANYRtiVtduvSjnHXXJuuZsfMRZe6Gs5SMPz2e0uiHFniruabHOySICXc
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.treasury.gov%2Fcares%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR11NpyGFJS5uyAzstV6DmHGsyF5XmVyJ_bzjF-JaewalZqoN_bXMdIXdys&h=AT2iqG3VO1fVjw69BxItA5L7Ww1o48f6tjqUekcT3d-davJxixYFd2iUQzFRP7NUMP3D8pumrrvts3-Q13pQnL9HvyCgECC63ptEH-gu20XJjfWWSZYx_944vwQ9mG-uOuakH1_bxtGUqLyM6g&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1o0gbHvvxGUVJGLbgYmcCvfN6UUTcM-Nf5kORSemLSZo-KOcWTNRfdx-HpzCG4fWxx2XEzHm_kzeHb5NfgAGtkQOPc5e35vSHdvfSZH4wVZTW_gzKjPs8uGLJQT9n4-mjSvzVR8emZeEbANYRtiVtduvSjnHXXJuuZsfMRZe6Gs5SMPz2e0uiHFniruabHOySICXc
http://www.sba.gov/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sba.gov%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0Hw0u3S1Q1qdNLLBFFeYUHCSBPlGzWX9Dl4d96Pde73nSWlmabs2Jtw6E&h=AT1KN58XrnQAkz5SOkNQoHtEbHgdeCfhHCWRZS83ymuWMzsmp67BemyU7wMmoevSq4LHQmJuxmF6m_JJ3NruPJFk10NDYVjp0omhzt_EHCBoDbGPGxsGkD75uTBcwJ2P3GBtW5qJYnn6lYnf5w&__tn__=H-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1o0gbHvvxGUVJGLbgYmcCvfN6UUTcM-Nf5kORSemLSZo-KOcWTNRfdx-HpzCG4fWxx2XEzHm_kzeHb5NfgAGtkQOPc5e35vSHdvfSZH4wVZTW_gzKjPs8uGLJQT9n4-mjSvzVR8emZeEbANYRtiVtduvSjnHXXJuuZsfMRZe6Gs5SMPz2e0uiHFniruabHOySICXc
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Sheriff Mark Pettway       Robert Pollard              William Smith                  Paul Teasley               LaVada Varner            Devron Veasley             Pete Winslett         
  Jeff. Co. Sheriff’s Office               Premiere Chevy             Marco’s Pizza – Bessemer                   Buffalo Rock        Alabama Technology Center   Bessemer Development Board       The File Depot 
 

 

Ambassadors are the key resource in extending hospitality in the Bessemer area and are experienced in business, community, and promotional 

arenas. 
 

An Ambassador must serve as an active public relations arm of the Chamber and be prepared to meet visitors, local businesses, and various 

forms of the media.  
   

We encourage you join the ambassador program.   The ambassadors meet on the 1st Tuesday of each month at 8:30am at the Bessemer Area 

Chamber of Commerce.  

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

AMBASSADORS 
 

 Standing – Left to Right 

Daryl Owens (New Jerusalem Baptist Church), Danielle 

Matthews (Matthews & Associates), Minnie Roper (Retired), 

Tamala Briggins (Oak Trace Care & Rehabilitation), Donna King 

(D & K Lawncare), Cathy Ackerman (First Financial Bank) 
 

Sitting – Left to Right 

Sarah Belcher (Retired), Claire Mitchell (Retired), Sarah Beasley 

(Joe Beasley Memorial Foundation, Inc) 
 

Not pictured 

Denise Jackson (New Jerusalem Baptist Church), Anna Wooten 

(First Financial Bank), Sebrena Davis (Salvation Army), Lori 

Chisem (Lawson State Community College), Dorian Waluyn 

(Lawson State Community College), Akilih Haley (Lawson State 

Community College) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________ 

 

           Carlton Jackson        Mitch Avery               Charles King     Antoinette Madison     Dr. Cynthia Anthony     Dr. Reginald Calvert 
                Bessemer Fire Dept.                   Spire       Regional Paramedical Services               Alabama Power           Lawson State Community College  New Jerusalem Baptist Church 

   Chairman       Chairman Elect               Past Chairman                Treasurer                  Finance Chairman 

  Cortney Coleman           Bryonda Collins         Katie Dugas-Truss     Dr. Autumm Jeter   Deaunka LeBeauf-Webster        Kem L. Marks  Maj. Cleveland Moore 
 Bess. Housing Authority          Chambers Funeral Home              Legacy YMCA       Bessemer City Schools                 Just In Time Legal Solutions      Jeff. Co. Sheriff’s Office 

Your Chamber Leadership Team 
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BUSINESS NEWS 

Chamber Member Tuff Shed’s ribbon cutting was held on February 3rd, 2021. 
Tuff Shed is located at 3649 Pine Lane SE, Bessemer, AL 35022 

Taco Bell’s ribbon cutting was held on February 24th, 2021. 
Taco Bell is located at 1004 Academy Lane, Bessemer, AL 35022 

Empowered to Conquer’s ribbon cutting was held on February 26th, 2021. 
3054 Morgan Road, Ste C-3, Bessemer, AL 35022 

WELCOME TO BESSEMER 
The Bessemer Area Chamber of Commerce would like to welcome the following 

businesses to the city of Bessemer: 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

For nine years Jeremy Arthur has served as President and CEO 

of the Chamber of Commerce Association of Alabama. He is 

respected and admired by his peers nationwide. His dedication 

and leadership have made a lasting impact on CCAA and the 

CCAA/BCA Partnership. Jeremy has done amazing work for 

CCAA and we are grateful for his contributions to chambers of 

commerce and chamber professionals in Alabama. While we are 

sad to see Jeremy leave CCAA, we know he will continue to 

achieve great things as he moves into his new position as director 

of the Governmental and Economic Development Institute at 

Auburn University. 

Congratulations Jeremy! The board of directors ofCCAA will 

miss you, but we wish you much success in this new chapter of 

your life! 
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BUSINESS NEWS 

Jeremy Arthur, President and CEO of the Chamber of Commerce Association of Alabama Accepts New Position 

as Director of the Governmental and Economic Development Institute at Auburn University 
 

Auto Parts Supplier Valeo Expanding to Bessemer with $5 Million Facility, 

Creating 70 Jobs 

Valeo North America, a top-10 auto parts supplier in the world, announced plans Monday 

to expand into Bessemer with a $5 million facility that is expected to create 70 jobs, 

according to the Birmingham Business Alliance. Valeo will be occupying an existing 

facility on Perimeter Way in Bessemer early this year and is expected to be at full 

production by June, the alliance said. “Valeo is world-class auto supplier and a superb 

addition to the auto industry supply chain network spreading across the state,” said Greg  

 Canfield, secretary of the Alabama Department of Commerce. “Valeo’s decision to locate a facility in Bessemer positions the company for 

long-term growth, and we are committed to helping them build a future there.”  An enticing incentives package created by the Birmingham 

Business Alliance, the Alabama Department of Commerce, Jefferson County and the City of Bessemer led Valeo to expand into Bes semer, 

the alliance said. “Valeo North America is pleased to announce the opening a new facility in Bessemer,” the company said. “The City of 

Bessemer, the Birmingham Business Alliance and the state of Alabama demonstrated an attractive business friendly, pro -jobs attitude. This 

project, in this location, is a win-win for Valeo and for the community.” Jefferson County Commissioner Steve Ammons noted that 

automotive manufacturing “is a vital part of Jefferson County’s economy that continues to see immense growth annually.” Besse mer Mayor 

Kenneth Gulley said he was excited for Valeo to set up a facility in his city. “Valeo North America is expanding our city’s growing industrial 

roster and bringing expanded opportunity for residents of Bessemer and surrounding areas,” he said. “We thank Valeo North Ame rica for its 

investment in our city and we look forward to working with the company for years to come.” “The attraction of this investment from Valeo 

North America is testament of the favorable business environment in Bessemer and the partnership that exists between our loca l and state 

governments to bring quality jobs and capital investment to the region,” added Jeff Traywick, vice president of economic deve lopment at 

the BBA. . “This project will allow Valeo to support its customers’ needs in a location that is cost -competitive and provides the company 

access to a skilled labor force. 



 

 

Smart Way to Grow Your Business During a Pandemic 
 

With the business and the economy changed by COVID-19, there are still ways for you to grow your business during the pandemic. 

From pivoting sales and events virtually to ensuring your marketing efforts are carefully curated, there are several strategic ways to grow your 

business during a pandemic. At a time when many companies are working remotely, operating at limited capacity or shut down completely, it may 

seem like there are few, if any, opportunities to achieve business growth. Despite these setbacks, there are ways to make the most of the current 

circumstances and continue growing your business during the COVID-19 pandemic.  Here are some things you can do to keep sales coming in and 

your customers and employees engaged, no matter where you (or they) are. 

 

Be Strategic About Your Digital Marketing Efforts 

Although many digital marketing channels like blogs, email newsletters and social media are free or low-cost, businesses trying to grow right now 

must be strategic about the time and resources they dedicate to their marketing efforts. 

"We have to  be careful and resourceful with every dollar we invest in marketing. We do not have the luxury of trial and error; we have to execute 

every single time. Achieving awareness for a new non-essential brand in the middle of a pandemic is extremely challenging. We have to work 

harder … to ramp up quickly." Keith Phillips, CEO of realLINGUA, agreed that carefully planned marketing campaigns are essential to business 

growth, especially in the current climate. More importantly, companies need to measure results to understand what is working and what is not. "The 

key for us has been … tracking the effects of our marketing efforts and making constant adjustments according to what the data and customers are 

telling us," Phillips told CO—. "Of course, this is really marketing 101, but as a startup faced with unprecedented resource constraints due to the 

pandemic, we’ve had to get laser-focused more quickly than normal." 

 

Consider Your Customers' Perspective When Interacting With Them 

Social media channels like Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and LinkedIn have become even more important for brands that want to stay connected 

to their customer in the age of remote work and store closures.  

To make the most of social media right now, identify your target customers and pay close attention to what they're saying and doing online. At a 

time when everyone is feeling uncertain about their health and the economy, you can stand out by responding to your customers' current needs and 

concerns and addressing things from their perspective. 

"Look at your brand from the vantage point of the consumer," said Kohlenberg. "Are you different? Are you affordable? Does the market really 

need you? There is always opportunity for uniqueness and compelling products regardless of the economy, but in these times, it requires a careful 

and well-executed approach." 

 

Brush Up On Your Virtual Selling Skills 

Most companies have shifted their sales processes into the virtual realm, but just because you are pitching over a Zoom call doesn't mean it's any 

less professional. Treat your virtual sales calls like in-person meetings and prioritize first impressions. Dress professionally, optimize your 

background and home office environment, and make sure your audio and video are clear for seamless communication. 

When selling virtually, it helps to provide value up front. Be proactive and offer relevant, useful resources like tools, guides and workbooks to your 

prospects. This will keep you top of mind for your target customers, even if you do not close the sale right away — a challenge many startups are 

facing during the pandemic. "Our target markets became a bit slower in their purchase decisions, which then lengthened the sales cycles within … 

our [business development] strategies," said Phillips. There is always opportunity for uniqueness and compelling products regardless of the 

economy, but in these times, it requires a careful and well-executed approach. 

 

Host Virtual Events That Will Interest And Educate Your Audience  

Planning and hosting virtual events that are relevant to your target customers' needs is a great way to provide value while reaching people in the 

comfort of their homes. Of course, because these events are becoming commonplace, you will need to find ways to make your webinar stand out 

from the crowd. Create an interactive experience and, if budget allows, provide incentives such as giveaways and expert speakers to entice people 

to join. End your event with a clear call to action that will leave your audience feeling connected to your brand and willing to continue a relationship 

with you.  

 

Let Your Network Know What You're Doing 

Business growth opportunities often present themselves when you know the right people. This is especially true during a global pandemic, when 

entrepreneurs are all trying to connect and help each other stay afloat. That's why Phillips recommends focusing on networking right now — not 

only in terms of building new, valuable connections, but keeping your existing contacts apprised of your current goals and progress. "We have 

[been] keeping all of our supporters, stakeholders and our angel investor updated … on what we’ve been doing, the milestones we’ve been hitting, 

and our successes," he said. "The people 'in our corner,' so to speak, want to know about all of these things because they support us and believe in 

what we’re trying to accomplish." The key, Phillips added, is to update but not inundate your network. Share your progress every once in a while, 

but do it "with a lot of tact and empathy that recognizes that things have been really, really difficult for everyone all around the globe," he said 
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CITY/COMMUNITY NEWS 

Bessemer Police Department Welcomes New Supervisors! 

 
Sgt. Ward, Sgt. Alford, Lt. Walls and Lt. Carmichael received their 

ranks in a promotional ceremony held at the Bessemer Recreation 

Center. Chief Michael Roper charged each one with being leaders 

within the department and the community. Each have been productive 

for the department and the community, serving in multiple 

assignments in their careers at the Bessemer Police Department. 

 

Need Rent or Mortgage Assistance? 

 

If you or someone you know has lost income due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic - you or they may be eligible to 

receive financial assistance in paying your rent or 

mortgage. This assistance is available for families or 

individuals residing in Bessemer and surrounding areas.   

  

The following information is required for financial 

assistance:  

1. Proof of loss of wages due to COVID-19 (Letter proving 

layoff, furlough, or loss of job due to closure)  

2. Photo ID 
3. Copy of rent or mortgage agreement with late payment 

notice or eviction notice  

4. Reside in 35020, 35021, 35022, 35023, 35006, 35111 

or 35228. 

 
Please contact Sebrena Davis at 205.425.4303, Monday - 

Friday between 9am -2pm for more information. 

 

 

Bessemer Mayor Kenneth Gulley Delivers 2021 State of the City Address 
By:  Donald Jay Howton, The Western Star 

 

“I report that the state of the city of Bessemer is strong and we thank God Almighty 

for His continued hand upon our city,” so stated Bessemer Mayor Kenneth Gulley in 

his annual State of the City Address. This impressive virtual State of the City Address 

was given on Monday, February 22 at the Bessemer Recreation Center. With regard to 

industrial recruitment and job creation, Bessemer has become a leader in this region 

and state. Job growth has increased steadily since 2010. Mayor Gulley highlighted 

several new corporations that have located in Bessemer including Dollar General,  

 Amazon, Blox, Milo’s Tea, and FLEX-N-Gate. Today, Carvana, Lowe’s, Amazon and Fed-Ex are constructing new facilities on 

Lakeshore Parkway and Morgan Road. To view the entire 2021 State of the City Address, visit the “City of Bessemer, Alabama” 

YouTube channel. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

                                    
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


